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IMPACT Calendar

Wednesday, October 12th

Wednesday, October 19th

Wednesday, October 26th

Wednesday, November 2nd

Friday, November 4th

Monday, November 7th

Wednesday, November 9th

Friday, November 11th

Saturday, November 12th

Sunday, November 13th

9:00 PM — Transformers:  

Dark of the Moon

9:00 PM — Harry Potter and the 

Deathly Hallows Part 2

9:00 PM — Harry Potter and the 

Deathly Hallows Part 2

9:00 PM — Captain America

5:15 PM – 7:00 PM — Trip to Wal-Mart

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM — Trip to Wal-Mart

8:00 PM – 1:00 AM — Midnight Madness

9:00 PM–11:00 PM — Captain America

7:00 PM–7:30 PM — IMPACT Meeting

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM  
Double Feature Movie - Crazy Stupid Love

9:00 PM - 11:00 PM  
Double Feature Movie - The Change Up

5:15 PM - 7:00 PM Lehigh Valley Mall Trip

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM  
Double Feature Movie - Crazy Stupid Love

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Lehigh Valley Mall Trip

8:00 PM - 11:00 PM Late Night

9:00 PM - 11:00 PM  
Double Feature Movie - The Change Up

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM  
Double Feature Movie - Crazy Stupid Love

9:00 PM - 11:00 PM  
Double Feature Movie - The Change Up

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM  
Double Feature Movie - Crazy Stupid Love

Greek life is thriving on Moravian campus, and in 
turn, the community is too. Every year each sorority 
and fraternity undertakes multiple service projects and 
works hard to raise money for worthwhile causes. 

Gamma Sigma Sigma is the co-ed service sorority 
on campus. The organization’s president, Christina 
Woods, says that the sixteen members of the sorority 
would like to do at least one service project every 
two weeks this semester. So far, they have planned a 
Diabetes Walk and bake sale for October 22. Gamma 
Sigma Sigma will continue to make cards for soldiers, 
and cook dinners for the residents of Victory House, 
as they have in the past. They will also be tutoring the 
children at Lehigh Valley Summerbridge. Already, 
they have put together a bake sale to raise funds and 
awareness for Mothers Against Drunk Driving. More 
events will be planned as the semester continues.

The fifteen brothers of Omicron Gamma Omega 
(OGO) are going to help run a soup kitchen at New 
Bethany Ministry on South Side. They also will be 
volunteering with Miracle League, a baseball league for 
special needs youth. Of course, the tradition of running 
the hounds at every football game will continue in order 
to help the Pocono Greyhound Association promote 
Greyhound adoption. OGO’s president, Mark Hop, 
proudly stated that last year they racked up more service 
hours than Gamma Sigma Sigma. The fraternity was 
recently nominated for the Presidential Service Award. 

Sigma Sigma Sigma currently has thirty-three sisters 
who look forward to working closely with OGO this 
year. The sorority will also be volunteering with New 
Bethany Ministry and Miracle League. Additionally, 
they will be working with OGO as they offer tutoring 
services on Tuesdays. According to their Vice President, 
Kara Bianco ‘13, they recently participated in a 5K walk 
to raise money for Alex’s Lemonade Stand in order to 
benefit an alumna’s daughter who has been diagnosed 
with cancer. Sigma Sigma Sigma’s philanthropic 
efforts are focused on the Robbie Page Memorial 
Fund, an organization which supports playrooms, 
libraries, and programs for hospitalized children.

With forty-two members, Alpha Sigma Alpha is one 
of the largest Greek organizations on campus. The sisters 
will be volunteering with the Special Olympics and the 
S. June Smith Center this year. They also plan to host 
an MS Walk, as they did last semester. As they have 
done in years past, the sisters will put on a performance 
of The Vagina Monologues. The money raised from 

ticket sales for the show will go to Turning Point of 
Lehigh Valley. This organization offers refuge to victims 
of abuse and their children and provides aid to more 
than 5,000 victims of domestic violence each year.

Zeta Tau Alpha also has forty-two members this 
semester. The organization’s national philanthropy is 
breast cancer education and awareness.  They will collect 
pink Yoplait yogurt lids and host a Zumbathon in order 
to raise money for this cause. The ZTA women will 
also run an event called “Boo at the Zoo,” going to the 
local zoo on Halloween to do face-painting and hand 
out candy to children. Also for Halloween, the sisters 
will decorate pumpkins to bring to hospital patients. 
For the Christmas season, they will sing carols for the 
residents of the assisted living facility, Moravian Kings.

The twenty-five Sigma Phi Epsilon brothers aim 
to do at least three service projects per semester. As 
they have in years past, the brothers intend to work 
with ZTA to organize a “Pink Out” at Moravian a 
home football game in order to raise awareness about 
breast cancer. Plus, they will be boxing and sending 
care packages to troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The thirty-seven sisters of Alpha Sigma Tau 
recently hosted a Pancreatic Cancer Walk. The 
organization’s national philanthropy is Pine 
Mountain Settlement School, an almost century-
old school located in the Appalachian mountains of 
Kentucky. They also are planning many fundraisers 
to benefit causes such as Habitat for Humanity (an 
organization that constructs and renovates houses in 
order to help people in need build strong, thriving 
communities) and Lehigh Valley Turning Point.

Delta Tau Delta expects to have fourteen members 
this semester. The Delts will host their Third Annual 
Volleyball Tournament. In past years the function 
has raised awareness for the ALS Association, 
and last year alone, $1300 was raised for medical 
research on Lou Gehrig’s disease. This year the 
event will benefit the local YMCA so that the money 
raised will go directly into the community.

Vice President of Delta Tau Delta, Carl Feldman, 
remarked that each of these service projects is “a 
manifestation of any Greek organization’s core 
values.” They demonstrate that these students are 
hard-working and committed to helping others. All 
of Moravian’s fraternities and sororities show that 
Greek life is an excellent choice for any students 
longing for a sense of purpose and belonging.
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Ask and Tell, It Does 
Not Matter Anymore

by Shawn King
Reporter

It has been a week since the infamous 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” bill was repealed, 
and LGBT servicemen and women 
have been celebrating the entire time. 
The repeal has been needed for ages, 
and it took almost twenty years for a 
president to finally realize that sexual 
orientation has nothing to do with 
one’s desire to fight for our country and 
protect the rights we hold so dear.

With the repeal, many lesbian and 
gay soldiers have come out. One navy 
sailor married his partner as soon as 
the clock struck twelve and signified the 
repeal; another stationed in Germany 
posted his coming out to his father 
on YouTube for the world to see.

As another step forward for LGBT 

rights, the repeal of DADT comes with a 
renewed sense of determination to help 
the community through the tough times. 
However, not everything is sunshine and 
daisies, as one might expect. A recently 
“out” soldier was booed during the last 
GOP debate simply for being gay and 
asking about the candidate’s intentions 
regarding reinstating DADT. None of the 
candidates stood up for the man risking 
his life to protect the country as dozens 
of audience members disrespected him. 

It goes to show that for every 
step forward the LGBT community 
makes, there will always be opponents 
right around the corner.

“New Experiences”
The start of a new school year 

brings any number of matters with 
it including an influx of freshmen, 
changes in scheduling, and a large 
amount of new people in your life; 
even writing this advice article for 
me.  Among these, we might also 
feel the need for change.  Whether 
you’re a wallflower trying to become 
a socialite, or simply desiring 
something that differs from your 
norm, Abnormal Advice has you 
covered.  The very first step is to find 
what interests you, or activities you’ve 
never tried before.  Maybe there’s a 

club you want to join (but don’t think 
you have time).  Regardless of what 
it is you want to do, you simply have 
to jump in feet first.  Even if you can 
only make a few meetings, which 
will give you a feel of how it is, and 
allow you to decide whether or not 
you want to continue with that group 
or activity.  Should you continue 
to attend meetings and submerge 
further in the water, you’re golden.  
If it’s not an enjoyable experience, 
then you just try again until you 
find something that suits you.

Much of this may seem to be 

common sense, but at the same 
time it can be very hard.  People 
are often shy and afraid of putting 
themselves out there for the whole 
world to see.  Navigating past this 
can be difficult, but in doing so, we 
gain so much more from our lives.  If 
people were always too afraid to go 
out and try something new, we’d be 
quite the boring society.  At some 
point, you must realize that it’s only 
really your opinion of yourself that 
matters.  No matter how we live our 
lives, there are always going to be 
people who like us, and people who 

don’t.  As over used and crude as it 
is, “Haters gonna hate” means just 
that.  So, go out into the world and 
live your lives as free as you want…
within legal constraints of course.

P.S. Write-ins are totally welcome.  
All names are kept anonymous 
unless you state otherwise.  Simply 
start your question or request “Dear 
Kid,” and go from there!  They can 
be sent to stsmk06@moravian.edu

Sincerely, An Abnormal Kid

Photo courtesy of thedailybeast.com

Photo courtesy of muslimmatters.org

“…for every step forward the LGBT community makes, 

there will always be opponents right around the corner.”
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News & Feature
Homecoming Build 2011

Homecoming Traditions 
at Moravian College

by Leah Triber
Reporter

by Michelle Murillo
Reporter

Photo courtesy of Kevin Kirsche

As swiftly as turning a leaf, summer 
passively fades into autumn. Yet, for 
some people autumn holds no real 
majestic wonder. Rather, autumn 
means the start of a relentlessly long 
and bitter winter season, without a safe 
and warm house to aid in enduring the 
hardship of nature’s beautiful brutality.

Homelessness is a rapidly growing 
concern in America, and especially 
heightened in these hard economic times, 
with record unemployment. According 
to the 2011 Lehigh Valley Shelter 
Census, there are 2,400 homeless people 
living within the region (caclv.org).

The Moravian Community’s chapter 
of Habitat for Humanity is once again 
seizing this opportunity to build a 
house this homecoming weekend, so 
a family in need can call it home, for 
this winter season, and many seasons 
to come. This will be Moravian’s fifth 
Homecoming Build to date, and keeping 
in step with this year’s academic tone, set 
by speaker, Jonathan Kozol, Moravian 
College is keeping its promise in 
promoting, facilitating, and advocating 
the In Focus theme of the year: poverty 
and inequality within America. Kozol 

had this to say:“ Promote service and 
develop a sense of service that is crucial. 
Exposure to the poor has a stronger effect 
than reading books about poverty.”

 Starting Friday, October 21st, the 
build begins with students, alumni, and 
service volunteers working together to 
build interior and exterior wall sections 
for the Habitat for Humanity house. 
Construction will occur on the lawn next 
to Memorial Hall on Moravian’s Main 
Street Campus. Moravian students will 
be working side by side from 9am-3pm, 
on Friday. The build will resume during 
the Homecoming parade, on Saturday, 
October 22nd, when students assemble 
the entire frame to resemble a house. 
Finally, chapter members will install a 
front door, and the frame pieces then will 
be loaded up and delivered to a Habitat 
for Humanity site in the Lehigh Valley.  

All Moravian students are encouraged 
to come out and help for all or part of the 
days as a builder, driver or refreshments 
coordinator. For more information and to 
participate, please contact Nicole Nugent, 
Community Service Coordinator, at 
nugentn@moravian.edu or 610-625-7857.

Upon the arrival of this year’s 
Homecoming, it is good to know what 
festivities are taking place on campus. This 
year Homecoming will be on October 
22nd, but prior to the football game is 
Spirit Week. The HUB will host Spirit 
Week, giving students the chance to drop 
in and win T-shirts along with other 
Homecoming prizes. Holly Nonnemacher, 
Director of Student Activities at Moravian, 
said that she liked the fact that students 
get to take knickknacks with them, this 
way they can remember these events 
even after college. Ms. Nonnemacher 
also said that many photos are taken 
during Spirit Week and that one of the 
giveaways are these bobble heads that 
you can put your picture in, which seem 
to be very popular among students. 

She recalls that a few years ago 
there used to be a Homecoming dance, 
unfortunately Ms. Nonnemacher said, 
“Students didn’t come, only five showed 
up.” So due to lack of interest, the dance 
is no longer held but the pep rally is. 

The pep rally, which happens on Friday 
of Spirit Week in the Pavilion, builds up 
excitement for the game as well as for the 
Homecoming parade. The parade takes 
place on Saturday and gives a chance 
for any club or organization on campus 
to participate. After the parade comes 
the much anticipated football game! 

During half time show the 
Homecoming ambassadors are 
announced. These student ambassadors 
are picked by faculty and staff at Moravian 
based on what Ms. Nonnemacher calls a 
“well-rounded student that really exudes 
Moravian pride.” Two students from the 
freshman, sophomore and junior class 
and four students from the senior class, 
(both male and female) are picked.  These 
are the kind of students that come to 
mind when you think Moravian; they 
are involved leaders, as well outstanding 
in the classroom. Homecoming has 
plenty prepared for us this year, and 
getting involved and participating is a 
great way to keep up the traditions.

Photo courtesy of lh4.ggpht.com
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When somebody says “beauty 
pageant queen”, what sort of image 
comes to mind? Do you see a girl who 
looks like a Barbie clone being waited 
on hand and foot? Or do you instead 
think of a beautifully unique young 
woman who works hard to achieve 
her goals? The stereotype is generally 
the former. Junior Ashley Piccione 
however, is an example of the latter.

Ashley is going to be competing in the 
Miss Pennsylvania Pageant this December 
in Pittsburgh, the weekend of the 1st. 
She began competing in pageants during 
her 10th year of high school when she 
received a letter in the mail inviting her to 
enter. Since then she has been in the Miss 
Teen Pennsylvania twice and finished as a 
runner-up.  Now, she is trying once more 
to be crowned as the pageant queen.

“Funny as this sounds and the opposite 
of what you hear, pageants have been a 
great time for me even if I didn’t win!”

As you may guess, competing in a 
pageant is not cheap. Often, contestants 
require sponsors in order to pay all the 
necessary fees and to purchase outfits 
in which they will be competing. For 

the Miss Pennsylvania Pageant, there 
is an entry fee of nearly $1,300 to cover 
all the expenses of the weekend of the 
competition. However, this does not 
include any clothing that the contestant 
will be wearing. The girls must provide 
themselves casual wear, and evening 
gown, a cocktail dress, and a bathing 
suit. Dresses can become very expensive 
very quickly and range from $250 to 
as much as $10,000! No wonder some 
of these girls require sponsors.

The girls are judged on the evening 
gown, bathing suit, and interview portions 
of the competition; the competition 
spans a three day period which leaves the 
contestants exhausted. Upon arrival at the 
pageant, the contestants have to register, 
model for photo shoots, and rehearse the 
show. Preparation begins at 7 am and 
they do not stop until midnight.  On the 
second day, the competition truly begins, 
followed by a third day of finals. They 
basically run a beauty pageant marathon 
the weekend of the show. There is little 
time to prepare, especially on the day of 
finals, and all the girls must do their own 
hair and makeup which can only slow 

down the process. One hour, or possibly 
less, is all the time they have to make 
themselves look as stunning as possible 
in order to impress the critical judges. 

The interview portion of the 
competition is one of the most famous 
sections in any beauty pageant. For 
me, it immediately brings to mind the 
less than intelligent, or perhaps simply 
very nervous, competitors that have 
humiliated themselves in this portion 
of the show. Sometimes you will hear 
very obviously rehearsed answers, and 
sometimes they don’t make sense at all. 
For this pageant, the interview focuses 
on more personal questions rather than 
social or political issues. The girls are 
asked questions such as: “What is your 
favorite childhood memory?”, “What is 
the most unusual thing you have done”, 
and “What are your goals in life?” This 
encourages greater honesty and ease 
in answering the questions, showing 
the contestants’ true personality.

While we may see shows on TV 
depicting toddlers in tiaras, forced to 
compete in pageants by overbearing 
parents, Ashley decided on her own 

that she wanted to compete, and her 
parents give her their full support. She 
says that the pageants have been great 
experiences for her and were fun even if 
she didn’t win. Friendships were formed 
and she became more confident in herself 
with her experiences. It is not such a 
cutthroat competition as I had originally 
believed, but rather an opportunity 
for personal growth for all involved. 

I think I speak for Moravian when 
I wish Ashley Piccione the best of luck 
in the Miss Pennsylvania pageant.  It 
takes hard work to prepare and get 
to where she is now. However, even if 
she does not win, she will be having 
fun while representing the many 
beautiful women of Pennsylvania. 

Pencils Down with Ashley Piccione

Spotlight on South Campus

by Caitlin Spillane
Reporter

by Kayla Smull
Managing Editor

Because the majority of Moravian’s 
students live on North campus and 
most of the major buildings are located 
there too, many people forget or don’t 
even know about South campus. Well, 
believe it or not, Moravian actually 
DOES have a south campus, and 
I’m here to tell you all about it. 

South campus is actually where 
Moravian College got its start. It was 
settled by a group of Moravians in 
the 1740s, and many of the buildings 
date back several hundred years. It 
wasn’t until the late 19th century 
that North campus was formed. 

Today, South campus is home 
to over 300 students and a number 
of important buildings, as well. 

The Music Department is located on 
South campus, and there are concerts and 
recitals going on nearly every weekend, 
many of which are free or discounted 
with student ID. The concerts and 
recitals feature Moravian’s many musical 
ensembles, faculty members, and students. 

Also on South campus is the Art 
Department and Payne Gallery. The 
Gallery displays a number of exhibitions 
throughout the year, including works from 
renowned artists, faculty, and students. 

Currently being featured are the works of 
students in the art history senior seminar, 
titled Around the River Bend now through 
October 30th. The gallery is open 11:00 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday.

South campus sponsors a lot of 
other events and activities too. Clewell 
Dining Hall features international 
dinners on Wednesday nights; some 
past dinners include Greek, Chinese, 
and Italian cuisine. Clewell Dining Hall 
also holds movie nights on Mondays. 

Coffee House takes place on 
Wednesday nights from 9:00 p.m. to 
midnight in the basement of Main Hall. 

It’s a great opportunity to hang out with 
friends and meet new people, all while 
enjoying your favorite caffeinated beverage 
and some sweet treats. There’s also a fun 
theme every week. There are plenty of 
other big events still being planned. Be 
sure to keep your eyes and ears open! 

So, when you have some free time, 
or are searching for something fun 
to do, or are just sick of eating at the 
Marketplace and the Blue and Grey 
all the time, come on down to South 
campus and check some of this stuff out! 
It will definitely be worth your while.

Photo Courtesy of Kasara McLaughlin

Photo courtesy of wikimedia.org
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Police Beat: Moravian’s 
College Shenanigans

In Focus: Poverty and Inequality

by Shawn King
Reporter

by Samantha Salvati
Reporter

As always, the officers of Moravian’s 
Campus Security have been hard at work. 
Towards the beginning of the year, on 
August 31st, Campus Security broke up 
a large, underage party in Suite 3A of 
the HILL. No arrests were made, but 39 
students were referred to Student Affairs. 

Recently, Justin Leeds was arrested 
for underage drinking and destruction of 
property. While intoxicated, he punched 
out a window in Rau-Hassler’s lounge. 
Just across the way in Wilhelm, a fresh 
Moravian alumni, Anthony Carney, was 
arrested for disorderly conduct. Also in 

Wilhelm, $30 was stolen. The incident 
is currently under investigation. There 
has also been a string of vandalism 
across the campus and a nearby home.

 Hillside 1D apartment had a damaged 
window and screen; the window of 
Bernhardt’s side door was along damaged; 
finally a front window at 230 West 
Elizabeth Avenue was also broken. They 
are currently under investigation. 

Lastly, a total of 54 students had 
to call Campus Security when they 
locked themselves out of their rooms. Photo courtesy of media.pennlive.com

From the mid to late September, 
this year’s IN FOCUS theme of Poverty 
and Inequality really began to catch 
the attention of those in the Moravian 
Community. As mentioned in last month’s 
article, the Fall Convocation would 
serve as the first implementation of this 
year’s IN FOCUS theme on Moravian’s 
campus. Seeing as that was the first time 
the theme was presented to many, at least 
in regard to much of the student body, 
it is important to reflect on some of the 
things Jonathan Kozol relayed in his 
convocation message before moving on to 
other IN FOCUS events that have taken 
place and will continue to take place.

Walking into the Fall Convocation 
on Thursday, September 15, I expected 
facts and statistics about poverty to be 
presented in a corporate businesslike 
manner that would leave campus in a 
low-spirited state. Fortunately, from the 

moment Kozol first spoke, saying, “It 
restores my spirits just to be with you…” 
I knew we would experience nothing of 
the sort. Kozol spoke from the heart and 
was able to introduce the IN FOCUS 
theme of Poverty and Inequality through 
his own personal experiences. Kozol 
used anecdotes to express to us some of 
the many injustices that go unnoticed in 
the field of education and the world.

Heidi New stated, “Coming from 
one of the wealthier school districts in 
Pennsylvania, the things Kozol presented 
to us opened my eyes; I didn’t truly 
realize how limited other students were 
in their education until now.” Like New, 
many students really appreciated what 
Kozol had to say and the heartwarming 
manner in which he expressed himself.

Kozol set the foundation for what 
will be a successful year of promoting 
awareness of Poverty and Inequality on 

campus. Following the Fall Convocation, 
on Monday, September 26, faculty 
and students gathered in Reeve’s at the 
Afterwords Café to experience “A Banned 
Book Event.” The event was sponsored 
by the Zinzendorf Society and Friends of 
Reeves Library and organized by Suzanne 
Moyer. The event consisted of various 
individuals reading selections from books 
banned as a result of their association 
with the subject of poverty and inequality. 
Members of the faculty read passages 
from books such as The Hunger Games 
by Suzanne Collins, The Diary of Anne 
Frank by Anne Frank, and The Grapes 
of Wrath by John Steinbeck. The event 
served as a way to showcase poverty and 
inequality through the words of some of 
American’s most well-known writers.

The IN FOCUS theme is all over 
campus, you just have to keep your eyes 
open for these special events. You can 

refer to the IN FOCUS website for all 
of the October happenings in regard to 
the theme, but here is a listing of a few…  
Habitat for Humanity: Homecoming 
Build, Film: Wasteland, “Health and 
Wealth: A Widening Gap?” and my 
personal favorite, the Paul Cuadros 
Class of 2015 Community Event, which 
will be Friday, October 28. Continue 
to check on the website for events and 
attend as much as you can this semester. 

And, remember what Kozol said, “…
old trees and the innocence of children 
will outlive us all. Life goes fast; use it 
well. God bless and good luck!” It’s up 
to us how much we delve into this topic 
this year and up to us what we do with 
this knowledge and understanding of 
poverty and inequality all around us.

Photo courtesy of Kevin Kirsche
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The Edge of Gaga

Nevermind

by Debbi DiMaria
Reporter

by Jody Rosen
RollingStone.com

Lady Gaga, currently one of the 
most influential artists in the world, 
has come out with a new CD that’s 
as diverse as her clothing choices. 
Her new album, titled Born This 
Way, hit shelves on May 23, 2011. 

This album is very different from 
Fame, which had edgy beats and 
provocative lyrics. Born This Way features 
an array of songs that expresses Gaga’s 
views on society, religion, and politics, 
while also adding an international 
twist to it. She has numerous songs 
that feature different languages like 
Spanish, French, and German. 

While all of the songs on this album are 
fantastic, there are a select few that really 
shine. The first song of the album, “Marry 
the Night,” starts out slow and then picks 
up the pace with an 80’s beat. The lyrics 
imply that a night on the town is so 
inviting that you can’t help but fall in love 
with its qualities. Then there is the popular 

song “Born This Way” which conveys 
the message that no matter who you are, 
where you’re from, or what you look like, 
you were made that way for a reason. 

This album also features the song 
“Judas”, with its catchy beat and 
lyrics. She wraps up the album with 
“You and I” and “Edge of Glory.” 

“You and I” is one of the only 
songs on the album that doesn’t have a 
techno beat to it. To many, this song is 
considered her “country” song, though 
it’s not country in the usual sense. It has 
a “rougher” beat that forces you to sway 
to the music and belt out its lyrics of 
love, lust and loss. Finally, another of her 
popular songs, “Edge of Glory,” sends 
this CD off with another song of love. 

Overall, the album Born this Way 
proclaims that you should be proud 
of your identity, no matter where 
you came from or who you are.
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When Nevermind exploded into 
earshot in the autumn of 1991, it was 
startling: a grenade detonating in your 
car radio. It sounded like the end of 
something (the 1980s? hair metal?), 
or maybe the beginning of something 
(“alternative rock”? “Generation X”?). 
Today, the album has become so 
encrusted with myth, that it’s hard to 
wrap your ears around it, to really hear it. 
In 2005, the Library of Congress added 
Nevermind to its roll call of the world’s 
most significant recordings. It’s a museum 
piece, a record that merits a display 
in the Smithsonian. And, of course, a 
doorstopper 20th-anniversary box set.

How you choose to mark the 
occasion will depend on the state of 
your stock portfolio, and the degree of 
your wonkiness. The Deluxe Edition 
augments the remastered LP with 
fantastic B sides (check “Curmudgeon,” 
featuring the howlingest metal- dude 
vocal Kurt Cobain ever recorded) and 
stupefying live performances; plus demos, 
previously unreleased BBC sessions 
and eight cruddy-vérité “boombox 
rehearsals” of Nevermind tracks. Fork 
out an extra $100-plus for the Super 
Deluxe Edition and you get all that, plus 
a version of Nevermind mixed by Butch 
Vig, before Andy Wallace was brought 
in for the final mix, a CD and DVD of a 
mind-blowing 1991 concert at Seattle’s 
Paramount Theatre, and a 90-page book.

The extras offer history lessons — and 
help you hear Nevermind with fresh 
ears. The live versions of “Breed” and 
“Drain You” show why Nirvana may be 
the greatest power trio ever: The heave 

and thrust of Krist Novoselic’s bass, the 
Bonhamworthy attack of Dave Grohl’s 
drums, the tumult of Cobain’s singing, 
which proved screaming yourself hoarse 
could be as powerful, and as beautiful, as 
any vocal style. Compare the boombox 
demos with the finished LP — where 
Cobain’s songs were burnished to a fiery 
glow — and you realize it was pop, not 
punk, that turned Nirvana into the biggest 
band on Earth. As works of melodic 
craftsmanship, “Smells Like Teen Spirit,” 
“Lithium” and “Lounge Act” are up there 
with the best of Buddy Holly, Smokey 
Robinson and other genius hook masters.

Twenty years on, Nevermind is 
everywhere: Its loud-quiet-loud dynamics 
even power hits by Kelly Clarkson, 
Taylor Swift and Katy Perry. The lasting 
impact on mainstream bubblegum is 
ironic, considering its big theme: the 
ambivalence of an independent band 
going for the brass ring. Just listen to the 
dripping disdain of Cobain’s most famous 
refrain: “Here we are now, entertain us.”

Cobain claimed to be embarrassed 
by Nevermind’s glossy production: “It’s 
closer to a Mötley Crüe record than it is 
a punk-rock record,” he said. Of course, 
that’s what you expect him to say. His 
punk purism was a religion, but it was 
also a shtick, his version of showbiz. 
Listening to Nevermind now, you marvel 
at what a good show the band puts on. 
For a record so full of angst, it’s quite a 
party – an adrenaline rush that sweeps 
you up. That’s not a feeling you can pin to 
any genre or ideology. That’s not punk or 
grunge or even pop. That’s entertainment.

Photo courtesy of subpop.com



A Weekend in America

Neighborhoods

Future or History?

by Dubco — Maximizing Your Bass Time
Dubcomusic.com

by Jon Dolan
RollingStone.com

by Jody Rosen
RollingStone.com

There’s always something awesome 
about when an artist in this genre releases 
a full length album. With singles and EPs 
commonly dominating the headlines, 
LPs never fail to generate excitement.

So when someone as respected as 
Wolfgang Gartner lets their Facebook 
and Twitter following know that he’s 
working on his first full length record, 
those fans sit and they wait. Patiently and 
obediently, like a well trained Labrador.

Today the wait was over, as Wolf 
dropped his debut LP, Weekend In 
America, exclusively on the iTunes 
store. I acquired it early in the AM so 
that I could listen to it to and from class, 
which consequently turned my entire 
day into my own private dance party.

This album pummels you with dance 
anthem after dance anthem, all of 
which feature that signature powerful 
synth that Wolf works so well. I wish I 
could use the word catchy to describe 
this record, but that’d be a disservice. 
Jerry Rice wasn’t this catchy (okay 
sorry that was lame). But seriously, deaf 
people could groove to this album.

Previous releases that made it on 
include the legendary “Illmerica”, as 
well as the polarizing Will.I.Am collab, 
“Forever”. I know a lot of people who bash 
the latter track, but I won’t lie, aside from 
the poppy chorus, I can dig it. It rips on 
the dance floor, and a track that gives DJ 
AM a shout out is always cool with me.

But enough of the old, on to the new.
“The Champ” has to be my favorite 

track on the album for a few reasons…
the biggest being that it gave me 
fits trying to find it after I heard it 
at one of his performances, before 
finally giving up and hoping it was 
just an unreleased track. It was.

What made it so alluring to me is 
that it incorporates everything I love 
about Wolfgang Gartner. The bare intro’s 
prolonged melody hooks and draws 
you in. It’s almost hypnotic. And as that 
ominous riff pull you up higher and 
higher in anticipation, it drops you with 
a cacophony of grungy, distorted synths 
that still somehow managed to sneak up 
on you. This track is a compelling and 
energetic piece that is sure to be part 
of many a DJ’s set in the near future.

There were a few other standouts 

for me. “Space Junk” and “Shrunken 
Heads” just radiate Wolfgang’s essence. 
The glitched out “Ménage a Trois” 
hints at a spectacular build up from 
the start that finally materializes in the 
middle of the song. “818” seems like a 
track that will alienate some fans, as it 
drifts from Wolf ’s usual style. It has a 
darker tone and a prominent melody 
that bites like a machine gun. It’s a little 
different, but I liked the change of pace.

One track that I can see becoming 
very popular is “Circus Freaks”. It’s a 
really fun and upbeat tune that features 
strong performances by Dipset’s Jim 
Jones and Cam’ron on the mic.

The entire track flows really well 
and achieves a great balance between 
vocal and instrumental sections, with 
neither really overwhelming the other.

Still, while I thought that this 
was an excellent album overall, 
there were a few things that kept my 
rating to a four rather than a five.

I think a lot of why “818” is a strong 
track in my eyes is the fact that, apart 
from it, a lot of the album is much of 
the same. Wolf ’s talent helps him get 
away with it, and it’s hard to interpret 
the phrase “typical Wolfgang Gartner” 
with a negative connotation, but that’s 
what I found myself saying to many of 
the songs on here. You can get away 
with that on a 4-6 song EP, but not so 
much on a full lengther like this.

Also, while “Circus Freaks” had 
a good showing, the rest of the new 
vocal tracks on the album fell flat on 
my ears. Solid, sure, but unspectacular. 
The opening track with Eve, “Get Em” 
could’ve been any generic electropop 
song. Omarion’s presence on “Still My 
Baby” seemed overpowering, to the point 
that it felt like Wolf was being featured 
on his track, not the other way around.

Overall, this is an excellent album. 
With his crunchy synths complementing 
powerful arrangements, and a style 
that’s sporadic without being sloppy or 
cluttered, Wolfgang Gartner showcases 
what makes him one of the best producers 
in the game. In a short period where such 
heavyweights as Nero, Paper Diamond, 
Porter Robinson, and Excision have 
released some fantastic records, Weekend 
In America was still able to make waves.
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Do not expect to see Blink-182 
streaking through the Nineties-nostalgia 
party. Twelve years ago, Blink blew up 
with bubblegum thrash that injected a 
Porky’s populism into punk’s obsession 
with the ickiness of sex. But  on their 
first album in eight years, Tom DeLonge 
and Mark Hoppus sound grown-up and 
serious: “Everyone raises kids in a world 
that changes life to a bitter game,” they 
note over the emo-tinged metal of “Up All 
Night.” It’s like Stifler from American Pie 
went all Revolutionary Road on our ass.

The band was already heading in an 
artier direction on 2003’s Blink-182, 
and drummer Travis Barker nearly died 
in a 2008 plane crash. So maybe it’s 

remarkable that the old Blink bounce 
– double-time tempos, crisp tuneage, 
self-deprecating lyrics – is intact at all. 
Songs like “Hearts All Gone” are pitched 
between Black Flag and Six Flags (“I’m 
a little bit shy, a little bit strange and a 
little bit manic!” DeLonge journals). But 
just as often there’s sophistication and 
introspection (check those pianos ton 
“Kaleidoscope”), and darkness lingers 
at the edge of suburbia: “Gunshots, the 
punks are rioting/The stage is slowly 
crumbling,” Hoppus sings on “This Is 
Home.” Some Clinton-era pants-dropping 
might’ve been a fun nostalgia move. But 
those days are gone; it’s their early-2010s 
nightmare as much as anyone else’s.

Photo Courtesy of ilikeyoubetterdead.com

A mid-1950s Harry Belafonte hit. An 
early 1990s dance-club smash. A crunk 
anthem. A thumping Eurodisco beat, 
some Auto-Tune. These are just a few 
of the bits and pieces that Jason Derulo 
crams into “Don’t Wanna Go Home,” 
the single from his second LP of party-
hearty robo R&B. Derulo doesn’t travel 
light; on nearly every song he stuffs his 

suitcase until the seams split. “Fight for 
You” tricks out a power ballad with a 
refrain from Toto’s “Africa”; “Breathing” 
tosses in tribal vocal chorales. But Derulo 
is endearingly into it – he attacks the 
songs – and he can sing. (Check the 
falsetto flutters in “Dumb.”) He’s just a 
bit too overeager – too determined to 
please all of the people all of the time.

Photo courtesy of justjaredjr.buzznet.com
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Nothing But The Beat

Drive

by Jon Dolan
RollingStone.com

by Peter Travers
RollingStone.com

Since his name-making production 
on the Black Eyed Peas’ “I Gotta Feeling,” 
French house-music titan David Guetta 
has become a go-to guy for pop stars 
looking to navigate the increasingly 
techno-fied Top 40. Artists from 50 Cent 
to Rihanna have rung his studio bell. 
But Guetta always seemed hungry to be 
more than just a name on other people’s 
records: In the video for his current hit 
“Where Them Girls At,” he DJs on an L.A. 
rooftop, turning pedestrians into party 
people — it’s like an E’ed-up version of 
U2’s “Where the Streets Have No Name.”

If Guetta’s fifth album doesn’t convince 
you that he’s the Bono of the four-on-
the-floor beat, it does show how good 
he is at making Eurohouse’s thumping 
trounce and jet-engine synth whoosh 
feel like natural elements in the hip-hop, 

R&B and even rock continuum. The 
best tracks here work a surefire formula: 
Rapper lubricates the throbbing verse, 
R&B star pretties up the sweeping ballad-
big chorus. On “Little Bad Girl,” Ludacris 
swaggers while Taio Cruz croons about a 
sexy club rat. Elsewhere, Usher gets lonely 
over Coldplay-style guitar (“Without 
U”), and Nicki Minaj demolishes the 
club (“All the girls in the back of me/This 
ain’t football, why the fuck they wanna 
tackle me,” she raps on “Where Them 
Girls At”). The epic momentis “Nothing 
Really Matters,” featuring Will.i.am; it’s the 
album’s gushiest melody, turning an ode to 
partying your problems away into a call to 
escapist togetherness. Guetta and Will.i.am 
jell so well because they share a vision: 
dancefloor cheese as the glue of humanity.

Photo courtesy of theyoungfolks.com

Buckle up for the existential 
bloodbath of Drive, a brilliant piece of 
nasty business that races on a B-movie 
track until it switches to the dizzying 
fuel of undiluted creativity. Damn, it’s 
good. You can get buzzed just from the 
fumes coming off this wild thing. 

That’s Ryan Gosling at the wheel. He 
plays Driver (I told you it was existential), 
a Hollywood stunt racer who moonlights 
as a getaway wheel man.  Gosling is 
dynamite in the role, silent, stoic, radiating 
mystery. Driver isn’t into planning 
robberies. He doesn’t carry a gun. “I drive,” 
he says. And he proves it in an opening 
chase scene so thrillingly intense and 
cleanly edited it will give you whiplash.

Sharing Drive’s metaphorical wheel 
is Danish director Nicolas Winding 
Refn, a sensation on the Euro art-house 
circuit with the bruising Pusher trilogy, 
Valhalla Rising and Bronson. Refn 
makes his Hollywood debut with Drive 
without putting his soul or his balls on 
the auction block. Refn is a virtuoso, 
blending tough and tender with such 
uncanny skill that he deservedly won 
the Best Director prize at Cannes.

Drive was once intended as a fast-
and-furious blockbuster for Hugh 
Jackman. Then Gosling stepped in 
and met Refn. As the actor drove the 
director home, the radio blasted REO 
Speedwagon, and Refn began rocking 
out. That was it. Their movie would evoke 
what it is to drive around listening to 
music and trying to feel something.

Drive is a genre movie. So watch 
for comparisons, especially to films of 
the Seventies and Eighties that pulsate 
with a synth score. Think early Michael 
Mann (Thief) and William Friedkin’s To 
Live and Die in L.A. Driver is a loner, 
suggesting Alain Delon in Jean-Pierre 
Melville’s Le Samouraï. Like Alan Ladd 
in George Stevens’ classic Western 
Shane, the loner meets a woman, Irene 

(Carey Mulligan), with a young son 
(Kaden Leos). She also has an ex-con 
husband (Oscar Isaac), so Driver must 
hold in his urges until, well, he can’t.

Chances are you could play the name-
that-influence game for days, and I’d 
happily join you. But that’d be a disservice 
to Drive, since Refn, like Quentin 
Tarantino, has the gift of assimilating film 
history into a fresh take carrying his DNA. 
Take his fetishistic eye for detail, from 
Driver’s toothpick to the satin bomber 
jacket with a gold scorpion on its back.

Refn is wicked good with actors, 
paring down the dialogue in the script 
by Hossein Amini (deftly adapted from 
James Sallis’ novel) so that the backstory 
must play out on their faces. Challenge 
met. Gosling mesmerizes in a role a lesser 
actor could tip into absurdity. Bryan 
Cranston, on fire with Breaking Bad, 
brings wit and compassion to Driver’s 
fatherly mentor. And Mulligan is glorious, 
inhabiting a role that is barely there and 
making it resonant and whole. Prepare 
to be blown away by Albert Brooks, cast 
way against type as crime boss Bernie 
Rose. Brooks, an iconically sharp comic 
voice, has toyed with villainy before (see 
Out of Sight), but never like this. Brooks’ 
performance, veined with dark humor 
and chilling menace (watch him with a 
blade), deserves to have Oscar calling.

Violence drives Drive. A heist gone bad 
involving a femme fatale (an incendiary 
cameo from Mad Men’s Christina 
Hendricks) puts blood on the walls. 
Ditto a pounding Driver delivers at a 
strip club. An elevator scene with Driver, 
Irene and an assassin is time-capsule sexy 
and scary. In league with camera whiz 
Newton Thomas Sigel and composer Cliff 
Martinez, Refn creates a fever dream that 
sucks you in. Or maybe you’ll hate it. 
Drive is a polarizer. It’s also pure cinema, a 
grenade of image and sound ready to blow.
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Photo Courtesy of onlinemovieshut.com
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Rapid Reaction: Bears 
34, Panthers 29

Barcelona share top spot

Stars shine at Chris 
Paul’s charity game

by Michael C. Wright
ESPN.com

by ESPN Soccernet
ESPN.com

by Associated Press
ESPN.com

Running back Matt Forte ran 
for a career-high 205 yards and a 
touchdown, proving he can carry the 
often-ignored rushing attack, while 
electric return man Devin Hester proved 
why the Chicago Bears’ special teams 
units rank among the league’s most 
dynamic Sunday in the team’s 34-29 
win over the Carolina Panthers.

Here are a few quick-hitting 
thoughts from the game.

What it means: For a team that 
breaks the year up into quarters, it was 
important for the Bears to break a two-
game skid to finish the first quarter of 
the season with a 2-2 record. In defeating 
the Panthers, the club proved it could 
improve upon several highly scrutinized 
areas, such as the ground game, pass 
protection and receiver play on offense.

Defensively, the Bears know they need 
to shore up a few areas. The secondary 
has been seemingly decimated by the 
loss of safety Chris Harris, and the front 
four hasn’t generated sufficient pass 
rush to take pressure off the back end. 
The team is also allowing unacceptable 
numbers against the run, which is 
something the Bears hope to correct with 
extra prep time for next week’s game.

Moore scores: Third-year nickel corner 
D.J. Moore definitely shows no problem 
morphing into offensive playmaker 
mode when he intercepts passes.

Moore returned his second career 
interception for a touchdown in the 
first quarter against the Panthers. With 
the Panthers backed up at their own 9, 
Cam Newton misfired on a pass that 
ricocheted off the mitts of linebacker 
Lance Briggs and into the hands of 
Moore, who raced 20 yards for the TD.

Moore now has five career INTs, 
with two returned for TDs.

Ratio rectified: Bears offensive 
coordinator Mike Martz took criticism 
over the past two weeks for a wildly 
lopsided pass-run ratio. Coming 
into Sunday’s game, the team had 
run the ball 24 times in losses to the 
New Orleans Saints and Green Bay 
Packers while throwing 82 passes.

Martz made amends for the play-
calling mishaps against the Panthers, and 

the Bears benefited. Chicago ran the ball 
12 times in the first half while passing 
on just four plays. Led by Matt Forte, 
the team averaged 9 yards per carry in 
the first half in rushing for 108 yards.

More importantly, the constant run 
threat kept Carolina’s defense off balance. 
Perhaps that’s allowed quarterback Jay 
Cutler to complete three of the four 
passes he attempted in the first half.

For the game, the Bears ran the ball 
31 times, netting TDs on the ground 
from Forte and backup Marion Barber.

Secondary struggles: Despite increased 
focus on stopping Panthers receiver 
Steve Smith, the veteran still managed to 
haul in six catches in the first half alone 
for 132 yards. His 53-yard reception to 
start the second quarter set up a Newton 
1-yard run which tied the score at 10-all.

The Bears did a better job 
on Smith in the second half by 
holding him to only one catch.

Run D lackluster, too: Chicago 
entered Sunday’s contest with No. 18 rush 
defense, and it’s quite apparent the club’s 
ranking will drop further after a dismal 
performance against the Panthers.

Opponents averaged 109.3 rushing 
against the Bears over the first three 
games. By the end of the first half 
Sunday, the Bears had given up 100 
yards to the Panthers, which were 
averaging 6.3 yards per carry.

Given Smith’s preference to snuff out 
the run above all else, look for this team 
to spend extra time working to correct 
run fits in the week of practice leading 
up to Monday night’s showdown with 
the Detroit Lions. The Bears have been 
gashed two weeks in a row now (the 
Packers rushed for 100 yards on the 
club last week), and it appears teams are 
using wider splits along the offensive 
line to exploit the run defense.

What’s next: The Bears face the 
Detroit Lions on the road on Monday 
night in a crucial NFC North clash. 
Chicago trails both the Lions and the 
Green Bay Packers in the NFC North 
standings. So the Bears can’t afford to 
fall further back if they want to remain 
in contention for the divisional crown.

Photo courtesy of football.freela.biz

Reigning champions Barcelona and 
surprise packages Levante make an 
unlikely couple at the top of the Primera 
Division (First Division) standings 
following round six of the season while 
Gonzalo Higuain struck a hat-trick 
as Real Madrid thrashed Español.

Barcelona took over top spot after 
an early goal from Adriano saw Pep 
Guardiola’s side claim a scrappy 1-0 
win at bottom club Sporting Gijon, 
but they find themselves level on 14 
points with unfancied Levante.

Levante made it fours wins on the 
trot after a first-half effort from Juanlu 
saw them record a 1-0 away victory 
over Real Betis, who have now lost 
back-to-back matches after starting the 
season with four successive victories.

Real Madrid put behind them 
disappointing results at Levante and 
Racing Santander in their last two away 
matches with a 4-0 mauling of Español.

Higuain, who has largely had to 
make do with bench duty so far this 
season, gave Madrid manager Jose 
Mourinho a firm reminder of his 
goalscoring prowess with a treble.

The Argentinian grabbed the first 
of the game after 17 minutes and 
added two more in the second half, 
with former Español midfielder Jose 
Callejon also scoring against his old 
team-mates after coming off the bench.

Three points take Real to third 
in the Primera Division table with 
their fourth win of the campaign.

Elsewhere, Champions League 
hopefuls Atletico Madrid and Sevilla 
shared the points in a goalless draw at 
the Vicente Calderon while in the day’s 
early kick-off Athletic Bilbao beat local 
rivals Real Sociedad 2-1 thanks to a brace 
from star striker Fernando Llorente.

The Spain international scored 
in each half to earn Athletic coach 
Marcelo Bielsa the first victory of his 
reign at the sixth time of asking.

Sociedad had levelled through 
defender Inigo Martinez’s astonishing 
strike from his own half but were 
outplayed for the majority of the 
encounter and had no answer after 
Llorente’s second as Athletic claimed the 
Basque derby at the Estadio Anoeta.

Photo Courtesy of images.wikia.com

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. — Kevin 
Durant scored 48 points and Chris 
Paul added 39 to lead the New Orleans 
guard’s team to a 175-146 victory over 
Dwyane Wade and LeBron James’ team 
in a charity game Saturday night.

Rudy Gay had 38 points while 
Wade added 32 and James had 30. 
John Wall added 34 points.

The game was played at Winston-
Salem State in front of a sold out 
crowd in the 3,200-seat arena.

Paul, who is from nearby Lewisville, 
gave a $25,000 check to WSSU during a 
football game earlier in the day. Both of 
his parents attended Winston-Salem State.

“Had a great time and run at CP3 
All-Star Pick-up game at Winston-Salem 

St! Loved the crowd, they was in 2 it 
from the jump!! Much love WSSU,” 
James posted on Twitter after the game.

Paul also had 11 rebounds and eight 
assists to go along with five steals.

“I think that was the most fun I’ve ever 
had playing in a basketball game,” he said.

The game was played as NBA labor 
negotiations were taking place in New 
York. After a seven-hour bargaining 
session, players and owners didn’t 
sound much closer to a labor deal than 
they did when the lockout began.

“We’re just continuing to negotiate 
and hopefully we’ll get a deal done 
because at the end of the day we 
want to play this game,” Paul said.



NEW YORK — With a month until the NBA 
season, players and owners don’t sound much closer to 
a labor deal than they did when the lockout began.

They’re so far apart on money they decided to leave 
it alone Saturday and focused mainly on the salary cap.

They couldn’t solve that, either.
“I wouldn’t say there was any progress. What happened 

was, they put some concepts up, we put some concepts 
up, and we’re still miles apart,” union executive director 
Billy Hunter said. “There’s a huge bridge, gap, that I 
don’t know if we’re going to be able to close it or not.”

The sides will meet again Monday -- the day 
training camps were to have begun -- though time is 
getting short to save the start of the regular season, 
scheduled for Nov. 1. Neither side sounds optimistic.

In a seven-hour bargaining session, their longest 
since the lockout began July 1, the sides talked 
about one of the two major issues that divides 
them. Owners want a hard cap, or at least want a 
number of changes to the current soft cap system, 
which the players prefer to keep largely intact.

The sides didn’t even attempt to deal with the 
division of revenues, the other big obstacle to a 
labor agreement that would end the lockout.

Commissioner David Stern said he had nothing 
to announce in terms of cancellations. But the 
remainder of the preseason schedule is in jeopardy 
-- some games already have been canceled. Regular-
season games could now be threatened, too.

“Our desire would be to not cancel, and we had been 
hopeful that this weekend would be a broader marker, but 
for reasons which we understand, the players suggested 
that we resume on Monday, and we said ‘fine,’ “ Stern said.

Stern did indicate some level of progress, 
saying: “We’re not near anything, but wherever 
that is, we’re closer than we were before.”

The sides will meet in small groups, then bring 
large groups back for another meeting Tuesday.

Hunter again said owners haven’t moved off 
their proposal to trim the players’ guarantee of 
basketball-related income to 46 percent, down 
from the 57 percent they were guaranteed in the 
previous collective bargaining agreement.

With the gulf so wide on money, Hunter suggested 
they separate the issues and attack one at a time. 
They started with the cap, where the league has 
transitioned from a desire for a hard cap to a proposal 

that would make the luxury tax more severe for 
the highest-spending teams. Union officials fear 
that would act like a hard cap by scaring teams 
into spending less to avoid a harsh penalty.

Stern, Hunter and Deputy Commissioner Adam 
Silver all said they felt some good came of going at the 
cap issue first. But they couldn’t resolve it, and it leaves 
another problem on the horizon largely untouched.

“I can’t necessarily characterize things as we made 
progress and that I’m somehow more optimistic than 
I was yesterday,” union president Derek Fisher of the 
Lakers said. “The reality is we still have an extremely 
long way to go. Even with the exchanges that we made 
today, there’s still huge gaps in what we’ve proposed 
compared to what they’ve proposed, and then obviously 
we still have the economics that are just kind of 
sitting out there waiting for us to tackle. So there’s a 
lot of work left to be done, but we’ll keep at this.”

Fisher said the players basically gave the owners 
a list of things they wanted kept in the next cap, 
likely things such as the midlevel and Larry Bird 
exceptions that allow teams to exceed the cap. 
However, the league is looking for ways to keep costs 
down for owners, and those items are easy targets.

Stern also confirmed he and Miami All-Star 
Dwyane Wade had a “heated exchange of some 
kind” during Friday’s meeting. Most of the star 
players had left by Saturday, but Stern and Silver 
said they were pleased by the number of players 
who did show up, singling out Boston’s Paul Pierce 
as one who said some meaningful things.

Hunter said he assumed it would be possible to save 
the entire season if the sides agreed to a deal by the 
middle of next week. But that will be difficult, given it 
could take as much as a month between an agreement 
being reached and the time games could be played, so that 
free agency and exhibition games can first take place.

Hunter added the union hadn’t even signed 
off on the league’s plan for enhanced revenue 
sharing among teams, after Stern indicated 
Friday that players would be OK with it.

Even though Stern had warned of “enormous 
consequences” of not making significant progress 
toward a deal this weekend, he is remaining hopeful.

“If we didn’t think that there was any hope, 
we wouldn’t be scheduling the meetings,” he said. 
“But that’s the best I would say right now.”

NBA talks to continue Monday

Brendan Smith 
suspended 8 games

by The Associated Press 
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Detroit Red Wings defenseman Brendan Smith has 
been suspended for the remainder of the preseason 
plus five regular-season games for his hit to the 
head of Chicago’s Ben Smith earlier this week.

Brendan Smith’s suspension, without pay, covers a 
total of eight games. He loses $23,648.65 in salary.

Under new NHL senior vice president Brendan 
Shanahan -- a former Red Wings star -- eight 
players have been suspended since the preseason 
began, for a total of 26 preseason games, 29 regular-
season games and $666,186.89 in forfeited salary.

“Obviously Shanny is taking this real serious,” Red 
Wings coach Mike Babcock said. “There’s going to be 
an evolution, too. I think they’re trying to do what they 
think is right. We didn’t offer an opinion, we didn’t phone 
them and lobby” for a lesser suspension for Smith.

Ben Smith took an open-ice hit to the head in 
the Blackhawks’ 4-3 preseason win over the Red 
Wings on Wednesday. After watching replays, 
Blackhawks coach Joel Quenneville insisted Brendan 
Smith’s hit, at 5:26 of the third period, was dirty.

Quenneville agreed with the length of the suspension.
“The suspensions are lengthier than they’ve 

been in the past,” Quenneville said Friday. 
“I think the players are going to adapt.

“It’s been kind of in line the way things have been 
going here. In the past it would not have been as severe, 
but I think this is a new area they’re looking at.”

Quenneville hasn’t put a timeline on Ben Smith’s 
return to the team, saying only that he is day to day.

Information from ESPNChicago.com’s Jesse 
Rogers was included in this report.
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