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A Candlelight Christmas

Campaign for Moravian College

After the turkey’s been carved and the pumpkin 
pie has been devoured, everyone starts to get ready for 
the Christmas season. Here at Moravian, Christmas is 
celebrated in a special, unforgettable way. The Moravian 
College candlelight vespers service takes place at Central 
Moravian Church.  Vespers simply means “evening” and 
it is part of an ancient tradition of daily prayer services 
or offices that occur at random times during the day. This 
candlelight service attracts about 5,000 people each year.  

This year the event takes place on December second, 
third, fourth, ninth, tenth and eleventh. It is a holiday 
event filled with candlelight and music, consisting of 
bells, bass and percussion and string instruments. This 
beautiful music, plus readings from the Scripture and 
holiday carols, is sure to get everyone into the holiday 
spirit. This holiday event highlights Moravians choir and 

is even broadcasted on television throughout the region.
One tradition that Moravian has is having the 

freshman class make the candles that are used in 
the services as part of their orientation in August. 
They take prepared, red paper and spirally, wrap it 
around the candles. The paper’s purpose is of course 
to keep the candle wax from burning the holder’s 
fingers, but it also adds a festive, frilly look to it. By 
having the freshman class perform this tradition 
each year, Moravian College stays connected to 
its roots within the community of Bethlehem.

So, take the time in between studying for finals to 
check out the Vespers. It can be a great way to take 
a break from this stressful time of year and to start 
getting into the Christmas spirit before going home.

Moravian kicked off its 2011 campaign by holding a 
dinner at the Hotel Bethlehem on Friday, October 28th. 

 “The Campaign for Moravian” is a large 
fundraiser for Moravian College that will take place 
over the next four years. This is also the first public 
campaign in the history of Moravian College.

The goal is to raise $45 million and use those funds to 
support three main causes: capital projects; endowment 
for students, faculty, and programs; and annual giving.

Capital projects are designed to generate a large 
amount of money and resources to particular 
causes. There are two capital projects in place 
for The Campaign for Moravian: renovations to 
Comenius Hall and the Collier Hall of Science.

The endowment for students, faculty, and programs 
includes money for need-based and merit-based 
aid, faculty chairs, and programmatic support.

Finally, “The Campaign for Moravian” will raise money 
for the Moravian Scholarship Fund and Restricted Giving. 

In total, the campaign objectives break down like this: 

Capital Projects
•	 Comenius	Hall:	$3	million
•	 Collier	Hall	of	Science:	$10	million
Endowment for Students, Faculty, and Programs
•	 Need-based	Aid:		$8	million

•	 Merit-based	Aid:		$2	million
•	 Faculty	Chairs:		$2	million
•	 Programmatic	Support:		$6	million
Annual Giving
•	 Moravian	Scholarship	Fund:		$8	million
•	 Restricted	Giving:		$6	million
Moravian has already raised $27 million 

out of the $45 million, so the college is 
well on its way to reaching its goal.

Students, faculty, staff, trustees, alumni, and 
donors were all represented at the event.  Several of 
Moravian’s music ensembles performed at the dinner 
as well, including the Flute Troupe, Clarinet Choir, 
Baroque Ensemble, Vocalis, and several classical guitar 
students.  Throughout the dinner, remarks were made 
by President Christopher Thomforde, Chair of the 
Board of Trustees Lyn Trodahl Chynoweth ‘68, Chaplain 
Hopeton Clennon, Campaign Chair Kenneth Rampolla 
’79, Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of 
the Faculty Gordon Weil, and Project Manager for 
Aetna Inc. Corey Koenig ’11.  The dinner concluded 
with everyone singing our Alma Mater, “Old M.C.”

Overall, the night was a big success.  It was 
a great opportunity to for everyone to mingle 
with one another and for everyone to show 
their support for Moravian College. 

Photo courtesy of newswise.com

We look forward to sharing the 2012 
IMPACT Calendar with you when it becomes 
available. Until then, see you at the IMPACT 
meeting on Monday, December 5th if you 
would like to have input into upcoming events!

Photo Courtesy of newswise.com
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“Making New Friends: A How To”
Dear Kid,
 I never really learned how to 

come out of my shell in high school, 
and now that I’m in college, I want 
to meet new people. I’ve made 
some friends since the beginning 
of the year, but not as many as I 
would really like. Do you have any 
tips on making new friends?

Sincerely,
Nervous Nelly

Of course! There are plenty of 
ways of meeting new people and 
making all sorts of friends. One of 
the very first things you can do is 
talk to people in the classes you’re 
taking. You might be surprised 

by how many of them have some 
interests in common with you. It 
might seem a little weird at first, 
talking to somebody you barely know, 
but there are always ways to strike up 
a conversation. Maybe your professor 
assigned you two to work together 
for a project, or maybe you see 
them outside of class. Regardless, 
it’s important to talk to people.

 I know it may be a bit difficult to 
come out of your shell at first, I was 
like that too, don’t worry. However, 
it’s absolutely key when you meet 
new people. If you’re always afraid 
that you’re going to say something 
stupid or silly, you’re never going 
to learn the right things to say. The 

bonds we make with people go 
deeper than simply shared interests. 
If you’re not making mistakes and 
learning together, your relationship 
will just fall apart, so it’s alright to 
make little mistakes. Just make sure 
you’re aware and apologize if needed.

 Another way you can meet new 
people is through the friends you 
have now. Even when you’re having 
fun with them, they might end up 
inviting somebody else to join you. 
Don’t think of this like “Great, 
somebody I don’t know...” think of 
it as though it were an adventure. 
You’re learning more about this new 
person and what their life is like. 
As long as you’re showing a general 

interest in who a person is, and how 
they’re doing, you’re guaranteed to 
make friends. There are plenty of 
other ways to make friends too, don’t 
limit yourself to just what I suggest. 
Get out there, have fun, and be 
yourself. Those are the three biggest 
things in making friends. Good luck!

P.S. Write-ins are totally welcome. 
All names are kept anonymous 
unless you state otherwise. Simply 
start your question or request “Dear 
Kid,” and go from there! They can 
be sent toShmiki105@yahoo.com

Sincerely, An Abnormal Kid

by Kayla Smull
Reporter

by Marissa Blose
Reporter

Clarification on article 
“South Campus Dining, 
What do you think?”

Moravian College or 
Moravian Company?

In the last issue of The Comenian, I 
wrote a piece on South campus dining.  
In the piece, I mentioned that the Root 
Cellar had closed early one Saturday 
evening.  After further investigation, 
this was found to be untrue; the Root 
Cellar had not closed early that evening.

I would like to reiterate that the goal 

of that article was not to make it seem 
as though the Root Cellar workers were 
not doing their job but rather to simply 
try and extend the Root Cellar’s weekend 
hours.  Nevertheless, I would like to 
apologize for any harm or inconvenience 
that small detail might have caused.  

On Thursday November 3rd 2011, 
Armando Chapelliquen ‘12 called for 
a dialogue with the Moravian College 
administration regarding the power 

outages of the previous weekend 
and how this crisis was handled.  
Students from both North and South 
campus, as well as commuters, were in 

attendance.  In this dialogue, one of the 
administrators referred to Moravian 
College as a “good company.”

According to Merriam-Webster’s 
Online Dictionary, the term “company” is 
a noun that is defined as “an association 
of persons for carrying on a commercial 
or industrial enterprise.”  The impression 
that this administrator gave to the 
concerned students of Moravian College 
was such that we are only the consumers 
of their economic organization.  Though 
that idea has frequently crossed our 
minds, it was unsettling to hear this 

directly from the administration itself.
As students, we are under the 

impression that the college tuition we 
pay each semester is an investment in 
our education, our future, and our lives.  
Unfortunately, there have been a few 
decisions made by the administration 
over the last few years that have shown 
the corporate side of our college, 
beginning with the decision to ban 
off-campus housing, which Moravian 
College students are still unhappy about.   

Whose decision was it to build the 
HILL, renovate the HUB Pavilion, 

cont. on pg. 3…
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by Katie Makoski
Reporter

continued from page 2

“I Hate Moravian College”

Moravian College or 
Company…continued

and landscape the main entrance to 
Comenius?  While all of these things 
make the campus look good, how much 
say did the students actually have in 
these decisions?  Like a company, it 
appears that these decisions were made 
to promote “new consumers,” rather than 
to satisfy those consumers who already 
spend over $32,000 every year on their 
enterprise.  It is important to promote 
the college to incoming freshmen, but 
it should not have to be at the expense 
of the current students.  As a student at 
Moravian College, I feel as though the 
college should reinvest the money we 
give them each semester into us and what 
we want from our college experience.

I believe that the dialogue held 
Thursday night is going to be the 
beginning of the administration 
discovering that the students at 
Moravian College have a voice and 
care about their education.  

Thursday night, the students realized 
that the place that many people call their 
“home” is just another money-driven 
company. “Moravian isn’t just a company,” 
said Kelly Fackenthall ’12, in response 
to the administration’s advice that South 
campus students go home during the 
power outage, “To many, including myself, 
Moravian is home. So telling a college 
student to just go home is absurd.”

Thursday night, there was a unity 
of the student-body that many were 
shocked to discover, as many students 
applauded the points and positions 
that their fellow students had taken. 
Thursday night, the students of Moravian 
College showed the administration 
that they were not just consumers of 
the larger Moravian “Company,” but 
students who are concerned about the 
downward path that their educational 
institution has been following.

To all of you who complain that you 
hate Moravian College: listen up! Bring 
your complaints to someone who can do 
something about them, or shut the hell up. 
But who can possibly do something, you 
ask? USG can, but only with your support.

If the United Student Government were 
properly run, each student could exercise 
his potential to cause significant change 
on campus. The problem is most students 
(including myself until about a week ago) 
don’t know much about how USG works.

Katie Dantsin—whose office is in the 
Center for Leadership and Service—is the 
faculty advisor. Next door to her is the 
office of USG, where executive meetings 
are traditionally held. It is the job of 
the USG Executive to act as a liaison 
between students and administrators, 
and it is also up to them to carry out 
the Senate’s plans of action (although 
this job is usually done by the senator 
who is trying to get something done). 
The USG president has the power to 
appoint students to College Governance 
Committees, which include the Multi-
faith Council, Dining Services, Academic 
Affairs, et cetera. USG is trying to get 
students on the committees where they 
have a lack of representation, including 
Parking, Emergency Management, and 
Judicial Affairs. Many past presidents have 
failed to exercise this power effectively 
(many appointed students fail to follow 
up on their responsibility, leaving their 
posts empty), and therefore students have 
been missing out on the opportunity to 
have a say in how the school is run.

Also working in the executive branch 
are the secretary, the historian, and the 
treasurer. The secretary also doubles 
as the Webmaster, must maintain the 
organization’s website; much of the 
information found on USG’s website 
is out of date. It’s the historian’s job to 
document the initiatives undertaken by 
USG; this duty has been neglected for 
years, leaving no records of what has 
been done during that time. The treasurer 
must keep track of the roughly $200,000 
budget; the current treasurer, never having 
been trained by his predecessor, allegedly 
“misplaced” and then “found” $20,000 at 
one point during his tenure. Obviously, 
there is much room for improvement 
here. There needs to be more oversight 
so that USG is held more accountable.

The student senate has sixteen 
members, which meet on Tuesdays at 
5:30 in the Snyder room in the HUB. 
Any student is welcome to attend these 
meetings, where they can present a 
problem on campus and suggest a solution 
to be put into action. At some of these 
meetings, certain decisions are put to a 
vote that anyone can participate in. For 
example, the Senate met several weeks and 
all those present were allowed to vote on 
who our speaker would be this year (you 
know, the one is paid around $100,000 
of our tuition money to come give a 
lecture). Surely if Senate meetings were 
at all advertised, many students would 
have shown up to vote. But USG keeps 
us ignorant, and we remain apathetic.

Most senators do not renew their terms 
because in just one year, virtually nothing 
gets done—the bigger the project is the 
more time needed to plan and implement 
it. Consequently, the student senators feel 
that they are very limited in what they 
can do.  To me though, it seems their 
power is very far-reaching. The Finance 
Committee of the Senate allocates money 
to clubs; the Student Affairs Committee 
deals with issues concerning dining 
services and residence halls; the Academic 
Affairs Committee works on issues such 
as a fifth-course-free option and has been 
working on improving the the First Year 
Seminar; and the Institutional Affairs 
Committee has worked on larger projects 
like the TV’s and furniture inside and 
outside the HUB and the Afterwords Café. 
The Senate could run more quickly and 
smoothly if more students participated by 
vocalizing what they want and gave the 
Senators their support in achieving goals.

Lastly there is the Judiciary, which 
keeps the senate and executive branch 
in check, helps students establish new 
clubs, enforces special interest housing 
constitutions, and deals with judicial 
grievances. Unlike meetings of the 
executive branch or the Senate, meetings 
of the Judiciary are not open to the 
average student. However, anyone can 
file a grievance concerning anything or 
anyone on campus and the Judiciary 
will address the issue. Unfortunately, the 
Judiciary cannot act on its own; it can only 
act in response to such grievances. In this 
respect, your complaints are the fuel that 
keeps the Judiciary’s engine running.

There are two major problems at 
hand: a severe lack of communication on 
USG’s part and an unacceptable degree 
of apathy from the student body. People 
from each separate branch of USG need 
to communicate and work together in 
order to become more organized and 
efficient. USG needs to better inform the 
average members of the student body 
about opportunities to have a more say 
on how Moravian is run, like voting at 
Senate meetings and joining College 
Governance Committees. USG needs to 
better vocalize student interests to the 
administration and demand that our needs 
be met. A good way to do this would be 
to revive “Dorm Storming,” where the 
student senators and members of the 
administration would visit the lounges 
in the dorms in order to hear direct 
feedback from the students themselves. 

USG only has as much legitimacy 
as students give it. In other words, 
without student support it is weak. If 
there is something that we, as a student 
body, want to get done, then we have 
to support USG. So be proactive. Show 
up to Senate meetings. Approach the 
USG president about joining one of 
the College Governance Committees. 
File a judiciary grievance. Make your 
voice heard. As we embark on a new 
year with new USG representatives, let’s 
not only hope for, but actively work 
for the betterment of our college.

Drawing courtesy of 
atlanteanconspiracy.com
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allthingswildlyconsidered.
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by Josh Unger
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by Anonymous
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Tuition Prices: The College 
Expense that keeps on giving

Just How “Hip” is 
Moravian College?

Tuition prices are on the rise yet again, 
and there seems to be no stop anytime 
soon. According to an article posted 
on CNN.com, the average tuition price 
of public universities rose 8.3% to $8, 
244, in turn raising the price of studying 
and living on campus 5.4% or $1,100 
to $21,447 a year for in-state students. 
Community Colleges’ tuition prices also 
rose by at about 8.7%. However, a full year 
of tuition is estimated at $3,000. For living 
and studying at a private university, the 
average cost rose 4.3% to $42, 224 per year. 
Moravian’s total net cost is a little over this, 
estimated to be at $42,341. This includes 
in-state tuition, fees, room and board, but 
excludes grants or scholarships. Moravian’s 
tuition, alone, is estimated at $32,931. 

So, with the rise in tuition prices, 
how do students feel, here, at Moravian? 
Well, according to one student, “ Tuition 
prices here are fair, though very high. It’s  
because Moravian is a private college and 
they can charge anything they see fit.” 

However, another student, Meghan 
Mertens argues, “The prices to come 
here could be lower, especially since 
we are such a small school. Larger 
and more specialized schools have 

the same rate of pay that we have. 
NYU only has a 3 thousand dollar 
difference in base price in tuition.” 

And according to Erin Dolan, 
“Tuition prices are fairly high for 
students because everyone is struggling 
in the economy today, and raising the 
prices just makes it more difficult for 
students to get a better education.”

But with these prices still so high, 
what can be done to lower them? 
Well, scholarships and grants can help. 
According to the College Board, “Private 
college students receive, on average, 
$15,530 in scholarships and federal tax 
benefits, reducing their average net cost 
to $26,700.” And for students at public 
four year universities, factoring in loans, 
campus jobs, scholarships and grants, 
“brings the total average net cost of a 
year on campus (including dorm, books, 
travel and living expenses) to $11,400.”

 According to Meghan, one solution 
for Moravian’s rising tuition is, “Maybe 
cut costs like meal plans if students 
don’t want them to be required, and 
use funds to do repairs that students 
want first and foremost, then use 
money towards offsetting costs, not big 

Cartoon courtesy of caglecartoons.com

projects.” Meghan continues, “I think 
that having all the students have meal 
plans is unnecessary, especially with 
The Hill around. I know many people 
that have to make sure they use all their 
meals so they don’t waste money.”

Another student agrees with that 
assessment: “The required meal plan 
even for commuters is a waste of money; 
you should be able to opt out. The food 
isn’t terrible, but not great.” The student 
continues, “I only eat on campus so I can 
use up the money on the card so that 
Moravian doesn’t simply get to keep it 
without me getting something for it.”

And, Erin argues, “One thing that 

could be changed is the price to have 
your car on campus. Some spaces that are 
closer to the dorms range from $150-
300 which is outrageous considering 
the fact that it is already expensive 
enough to go to this school adding in 
all of the extra fees and charges.” 

So there are some ideas for lowering 
tuition costs. But what happens when, 
even with the reductions for tuition, the 
cost of a higher education outweighs 
the benefits of getting that education? 
Where are we to go from there? 

Perhaps it is first necessary to provide an overview 
of what it means to be “hip”, considering how the term 
has now so thoroughly infiltrated the mainstream – it 
is no longer uncommon to see atrocities like frat boys 
drinking PBR, Target commercials with bearded men 
in flannel climbing mountains, or corporate leviathans 
like Urban Outfitters professing their affinity with 
all things counter-culture; poseurs now profess their 
hipness every chance they get, saying things like “I 
don’t dance because I’m kind-of like a hipster, you 
know? It has nothing to do with my burgeoning beer 
belly that engulfs all the little women that near me.” 

So then, what does it mean to be hip? The easiest 
way to look at it is as a counter-culture. Meaning, it is 
in opposition with all things mainstream. Therefore, 
this “culture of cool” seeks to distinguish itself from 
everything that would indicate an adherence to popular 
fashion, music, and attitudes. Today’s hipsters don’t 
wear plaid, for instance, ever since Forever 21 began 
selling it as their main product. Similarly, Converse 
have been out of fashion for this circle since preppy 
14 year-old girls adopted it as their shoe of choice. 
And when it comes to music, a good rule of thumb 
is: if you’ve heard it, it probably isn’t hip. As for their 
disposition, they don’t share the common American’s 
sense of optimism and “work hard to succeed” ethic; 
rather, they exude a cynical attitude of apathy.

Based on this definition, how do we establish 

whether or not Moravian College is hip? Well, 
first, we can look at the college itself:

 
Moravian College
Size: A+ 
Large colleges either are really popular or exceedingly 

easy to get into – both good indications of lameness. Since 
the size of the student body at Moravian is very low, it 
excels in this category. 
 

Specialization: C-
While Moravian is technically a Liberal Arts college 

(which is totally hip), in recent years administration has 
cut back on all the artsy stuff, focusing instead on the 
stuff bro’s and biddies like (business administration and 
nursing).  

Sports teams: B
While Moravian College provides its bro population 

with many ways to acquire sweaty balls and large funding 
for games in which they can entertain the biddies by 
aggressively groping each other, they suck hardcore and 
are considered a joke (therefore making it somewhat 
ironic—and hipsters dig irony).  

Facilities: F
The largest facility on Moravian college is now 

a gym. This was created in order to provide our 

growing obese population with an outlet for all 
the guilt they acquired after gorging on several TV 
dinners, sodas with HFCS, and the mountains of cake, 
made with refined carbs, which our cafeteria staff 
so generously provides us with on a daily basis. 

Furthermore, Moravian College does not 
provide hipsters with secluded park areas in 
which they may comfortably and quietly chain-
smoke in large groups while they ruminate on 
their growing hatred for Moravian College.

Proudly serving Starbucks Coffee…Not only 
does Starbucks taste like the inside of a garbage 
can, but 99% of their coffee beans are made by 
workers who are not guaranteed a living wage.

Lastly, Moravian College provides its fat lazy student 
body with a shuttle that runs on a constant schedule 
so that they don’t have to trek the oh-so-long distance 
between North and South Campus. Thanks to this 
thoughtful addition to our lives, instead of taking 15 
minutes on foot or 8 on bike, the student body only 
sacrifices a mere 7 minutes of their important schedule, 
which they now use to eat more shit at the Blue and Grey.

Moravian College Hipness Report: NOT HIP
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Reporter
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Reporter

Burying the Political 
Hot Potato

World-Premiere of 
Jazz-Opera Real Book 
of Gig Huge Hit

With immense pressure from both 
environmentalists and critics of the lack of 
jobs created in the U.S., President Obama 
is avoiding the alienating decision of the 
construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline. 
On Thursday, November 10, the U.S. 
State Department issued the statement 
that it is delaying the decision on the 
Keystone XL Pipeline until 2013. Not 
surprising considering campaigning for 
the 2012 presidential race in full flight.

The $7 billion TransCanada-backed 
Keystone XL Pipeline would become the 
largest oil pipeline in North America to 
date. The 1,900 mile pipeline is designed 
to bring an additional 700,000 barrels of 
crude oil from the tar sands in Alberta, 
Canada, while crossing several mid-
western states, including Nebraska’s 
Ogallala aquifer, an underground source 
of water for drinking and irrigation, 
and ending at Port Arthur, Texas. 

Peaceful protestors of the pipeline 
have been rallying outside of Washington 
D.C. and a number of them have been 
arrested since this past summer. Many 
of the protestors are environmentalists 
who argue that the construction of the 
Keystone XL Pipeline would spur the 
growth of future oil-sand industries 
in building their own pipelines, which 
would be extremely detrimental to the 
environment because the extracting 
of crude oil would emit too many 
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. 
One protestor, from the Natural Resources 

Defense Council, declared the Keystone 
pipeline to be equivalent to seven coal-
fired power plants. The possibility 
of the pipeline spilling and harming 
valuable habitat along its route is much 
too risky—especially when the Federal 
Agency, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration is still incredibly 
incompetent and loosely regulated. 

According to an analysis of federal data, 
since 1990, more than 5,600 incidents were 
reported involving land-based hazardous 
liquid pipelines, releasing a total of more 
than 110 million gallons of mostly crude 
and petroleum products, while operators 
reported recovering less than half of the 
spill within the past two decades. Richard 
Kuprewicz, a former pipeline engineer for 
the oil company Arco who serves on an 
advisory committee to the pipeline agency, 
claims the current regulatory system is 
not fully prepared to deal with a project 
like Keystone XL. Different than most 
pipelines, the Keystone XL Pipeline carries 
gritty mixture, including bitumen. A 
crude drawn from Canadian oil sands that 
environmentalists argue is more corrosive 
and difficult to clean when spilled.  

The delay in the pipeline is a huge 
victory for environmentalist, farmers, and 
ranchers, but labor unions, businesses, and 
other people in support of the pipeline, are 
still pushing for its construction. Citing 
that the pipeline would generate tens of 
thousands of construction and related 
jobs, would have injected $5 billion in 

tax revenues each year for the six states 
it crosses, and increase Canadian crude 
oil imports to America by as much as 
a quarter billion barrels per year.

Many environmentalists and vital 
Democrat donors see this decision as a 
test of faith in President Obama’s stance 
to lead America in a fossil fuel free future 
and a key indicator of whether or not they 

will support him in the 2012 presidential 
race. While the State Department is 
now considering an alternative route 
for the pipeline that would avoid the 
Ogallala aquifer, an area of recent of 
controversy, it seems that the decision 
of the pipeline is not likely to go away.

On November 11, the Moravian College 
Theater company and music department 
debuted the original Rock Opera, The 
Real Book of Gig. The show was written 
and produced entirely by staff members. 
Tony Gairo wrote the music, and libretto 
was written by Lou Lanza. Christopher 
Shorr directed and co-produced, and Neil 
Wetzel conducted and co-produced. 

The music has a big-band feel and 
tells the tragic story of a talented jazz 
musician, Gig Wright--played by talented 
DeSales graduate, Anthony Connell--
whose family fell apart in an era suffering 
from depression. We see him from the 
time he was born to his early years of 
learning to sing. The once fun-loving and 
charismatic Wright marries the love of his 
life, played by Moravian alumna Jessica 
Smith Pomeroy , but when she finds 
herself unexpectedly pregnant with twins, 
he finds he no longer can provide for his 
family and balance a career. When his wife 
commits suicide, Wright falls into a life of 
gambling and alcoholism. Though he finds 
love again, Wright realizes that he can no 
longer go on without his first love and 
decides to follow her path of an untimely 
death--and take their two young sons with 
him. In a surprising turn of events, one 

son survives, but is left blind, and sings 
the finale, emphasizing his realization 
that he is blessed and very loved. 

The pit orchestra, which featured 
members of Moravian College’s jazz 
ensembles, blew audiences away with 
their ability to tell the story through 
music. At points, the pit fell to a quiet 
accompaniment to the story, but at other 
times--such as the heart-wrenching 
climax when Gig murders his children--it 
grew into a dramatic story-telling device, 
providing sound effects for gun-shots and 
allowing the audience to feel the burden 
of Wright’s plight. Many members of the 
audience were moved to tears by the end, 
when Gig’s son, portrayed by soprano 
Gianna Miranda, survived to the end of 
the play. The play was pulled together 
by a strong ensemble that interacted at 
many points with the characters in the 
story, showing off Moravian’s vocal and 
acting talent. The overall play stirred 
audiences greatly, and many audience 
members returned for both nights.

Moravian Theater Company’s 
next project will be a student-
written original musical, Frankly, 
to be performed in February.

Photo courtesy of kansas.watchdog.org
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One Can Make a Difference

Raising Awareness One 
Chuckle at a Time

Each year Moravian hosts a food 
drive to benefit New Bethany Ministries, 
a food bank and soup kitchen in 
South Bethlehem. Additionally, many 
students consistently volunteer there 
throughout the year. According to the 
Center for Leadership and Service, 
“Through the food drive, the Center 
hopes to spread awareness of New 
Bethany and increase involvement, in 
addition to providing donations.”

This year the month long canned food 
drive, which started on October 17, was 
a great success. Margaret DeOliveira, the 
Bethany Ministries Student Coordinator, 
reported that an estimated 538 cans 
were donated. Plus, the Coins for 
Carrots program—which, for one week, 
allowed students to donate the change 
left over from meal swipes used at the 
Root Cellar or the Blue & Grey—raised 
over $800. Some of this money went 
toward purchasing about 452 apples, 
340 yams, and 100 bags of carrots. In 
fact, there was so much money raised 

that enough was left over to budget for 
another week’s worth of fresh produce.

Brothers from SigEp and OGO, 
as well as members of the Student 
Nursing Association, volunteered with 
delivering the food to New Bethany 
Ministries. While loading the delivery 
truck with the cans and boxes of food, 
a few SigEp brothers expressed how 
thankful they were for the opportunity 
to give back to the local community. 

Nicole Nugent, Moravian’s Community 
Service Coordinator, announced, 
“Thank you to all of the Moravian 
campus community for your efforts 
and support that helped to make this 
food drive a success. Your generosity 
and giving spirit continues to amaze the 
Bethlehem community and your cans 
and coins have certainly made a large 
impact at New Bethany Ministries and 
to their clients.” Anyone interested in 
volunteering should stop by the Center 
for Leadership and Service, in the HUB.

Photo courtesy of woodamishfurniture.com

“Eventually I will catch a cold, it will 
turn into pneumonia, and my body won’t 
be able to fight it off, at least that’s what 
all my doctors subliminally imply every 
time they tell me I’m lucky to have stayed 
out of the hospital for almost a year 
now. Look at that, you already know my 
deepest fear, the one that hits me like a 
train every single night when I’m trying 
to fall asleep; I don’t know how much 
longer I have to live. We’re practically 
dating,” wrote sophomore Shane Burcaw 
in his first blog post, the post that started 
in all, “This is Probably a Terrible Idea.” 

If you have not read Laughing at 
my Nightmare yet, you are missing 
out. Burcaw’s blog has become wildly 
popular on the blogging site, Tumblr, 
and Burcaw is using his status as a 
blogging sensation to raise money and 
awareness for the disease he suffers 
from: Spinal Muscular Atrophy.

Sporting the name of his blog, 
wristbands are being sold by Burcaw 
to benefit the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, the foundation that funds 

research for debilitating diseases like 
SMA. Since sales began just over a 
month ago, Burcaw has sold over 500 
of the purple bands adding up to over 
$1,000 in donations to the MDA. Circa 
Survive lead singer, Anthony Green, 
has one, and so does Demi Lovato.

His blog, which currently has over 
20,000 fans, is filled with the Burcaw’s 
own stories. Each story tells a tale where 
Burcaw’s disability led to an awkward 
outcome. His language brings each story 
to life with his witty humor. “It’s my life,” 
said Burcaw of his blog’s message, and 
posts with titles such as “The Day I Broke 
My Femur,” “Awkward McAwkwardson,” 
and “How I Poop” keep Burcaw’s growing 
fan base at the edge of their desk chairs 
in great anticipation for the next post. 
Burcaw has even been contacted by a 
publisher to turn his blog into a book.

If you want a wristband, visit 
laughingatmynightmare.tumblr.com 
to find the link, or contact Burcaw 
yourself at stsrb01@moravian.edu.
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Defense Of Marriage Act 
— A Continuing Battle

Raising Awareness for Hunger & Homelessness

Recently, the Senate Judiciary 
committee has voted to move the Respect 
for Marriage Act to the full Senate 
floor to be voted on by all one hundred 
senators. The Respect for Marriage Act 
is a bill that would repeal the Defense 
of Marriage Act signed by President 
Clinton in 1996. The Defense of Marriage 
Act (DOMA) forbids the United States 
from recognizing same-sex marriages. 
As such, the Respect for Marriage Act 
would repeal DOMA and allow same-
sex marriages to receive the same 
government benefits as their opposite-sex 
counterparts, but would not force every 
state to recognize same-sex marriages.

As always, the pro-gay legislation has 
met with serious opposition. The National 
Organization for Marriage (NOM) has 
been trying their best, through petitions, 
protests, etc., to prevent the bill’s passage 
through the Legislative Branch. They, 
among other organizations, consider 
same-sex marriage to be immoral 
and detrimental to the integrity of 
American society. (However, at the same 
time they give no mention of the now 

defunct Kardashian marriage which 
did not last half a year, which harms 
the meaning of marriage far more than 
same-sex marriage ever could.) Despite 
their irrational protests that same-sex 
marriages would harm America, the fact 
of the matter is that when two people 
are in love, it is a beautiful thing.

NOM and their partners in crime 
try to scare people into thinking same-
sex marriage will lead to polygamous 
marriage or other matters, but the truth 
is, the people in the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender) community are 
just people. They are not trying to destroy 
anything, they simply want to be able to 
show their love like everybody else. The 
LGBT community has no secret plans 
for world domination or indoctrination 
like some think they do. Instead, they 
simply desire to be treated like first-
class citizens, and will not stop until 
they receive the treatment they deserve. 
In time, DOMA will be repealed, and 
same-sex marriage will be in every state, 
the passage of time cannot be stopped.

Photo courtesy of 
washingtonpost.com

Dr. Schmidt’s Emerging Leaders 
class recently coordinated a week’s 
worth of activities to highlight hunger 
and homelessness in our area and on a 
global scale. Though Allentown is the 
epicenter of poverty in the Lehigh Valley, 
a shocking 15% of Bethlehem residents 
are living under the poverty line. Whether 
we see it or not, poverty is present.

The students kicked of Hunger 
& Homelessness Week on Monday, 
November 14 with a panel discussion, “An 
Examination of Hunger and Homelessness 
in the Lehigh Valley.” The members of 
the panel were Ira Faro of the Lehigh 
County Conference of Churches; Marcie 
Lightwood of the Trinity Soup Kitchen; 
Rooster Valentini, the homelessness 
liaison for the Allentown School District; 
and Alan Jennings, a member of the 
Community Action Committee 
of the Lehigh Valley. 

 “We love to blame 

the victim,” said Jennings. The members 
of the panel all asserted that this “hidden 
population” of homeless citizens is not 
a bunch of unambitious slackers, but 
rather, many of them are the victims of 
irresponsible lending, screwed over by the 
big banks. They are people who have lost 
their jobs recently, or perhaps are earning 
minimum-wage paychecks that can’t 
cover rent for any apartment in the area.

Faro described the face of hunger and 
homelessness in one word—“loneliness.” 
Perhaps just as much as impoverished 
citizens need the aid of soup kitchens and 
shelters, they need someone on whom 
they can depend and in whom they can 
confide. Unfortunately, soup kitchens and 
shelters seem to be functioning as band-
aids over bullet holes. In 

order 

to address the root of the problem 
of poverty, citizens need to 
demand innovative policy-making 
from their elected officials. 

Students met in the Center for 
Leadership and Service on Tuesday for a 
showing of the movie Crash. Afterwards 
they discussed the issues of poverty and 
inequality presented within the film 
and how they applied to both the local 
community and the country as a whole. 

Wednesday, November 16, featured 
a viewing of the documentary The Kids 
of Camden. Afterwards was the week’s 
pièce de résistance, the Hunger Banquet. 
About forty people, including President 
Thomforde and Dean Weil, attended. 
Each attendee was randomly assigned to 
be a part of the lower, middle, or upper 
class. The lower class sat on the floor 
amidst garbage, making themselves PB&J 

sandwiches, while the middle class sat 
in chairs and ate meatballs 

and French fries 
with plastic 

cutlery. The select few members of the 
upper class enjoyed  a three course 
meal at an elegantly set table. President 
Thomforde and Dean Weil staged a 
“Moccupy” movement, demanding 
equality for the lower class. Kate Cohen 
of the Center for Leadership and Service 
lead a discussion on class inequality and 
poverty in America and shared many 
shocking statistics. For example, 17.8% 
of American children live in poverty.  

The students wrapped up the week 
by volunteering at New Bethany 
Ministries in South Side. There, they 
worked in the food pantry in order 
to supply less-fortunate families with 
groceries. As another way to help out 
New Bethany Ministries, throughout the 
week students were able to donate the 
leftover change from meal swipes used 
in the Root Cellar or the Blue & Grey 
to help buy food for the food pantry.

A big thanks goes out to Christina 
Heckelman, Megan Mummey, Kate 
Gill, Charles Amara, Dylan Joyce, 
Kayla Pagnani, Laura Vinatieri, Justin 
Pilchman, Mike Hofmann, Christina 
Gibson, Photini Petrides, and Megan 
Troutman of the Emerging Leaders 
class for their hard work. And here’s 
hoping that more students will follow 
their lead by getting involved in the 
local community and keeping on the 
lookout for opportunities to volunteer.

Image courtesy of ultimatememorial.com
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Obama Trying to Win Our Votes for 2012
In response to a petition signed by over 

600,000 Americans asking Congress to 
forgive all student loans, President Obama 
has recently announced an initiative that 
will try to meet them halfway. According 
to his domestic policy adviser, Melody 
Barnes, this will be the first time that 
the White House has taken action in 
response to a petition from the people.

The president has proposed a new 
program (which will be of no cost to 
taxpayers) that will put a cap on federal 
student loan repayments at ten percent 
of discretionary income. In other words, 
this new plan will cut the average 
graduate’s monthly expense required 
to pay off student loans by a third of 
what it would have been under the old 
legislation. Moreover, remaining debt 
on federal student loans will now be 
forgiven after twenty years—five years 
sooner than under the old legislation. 

“These are real savings that will help 
graduates get started in their careers,” said 
Education Secretary Arne Duncan, “These 
changes could make a big difference in 
the lives of current college students and 
recent graduates as they enter one of 
toughest job markets in recent memory.”

This new program will advise 
borrowers to move their loans into 
a direct loan program. According to 
Mark Kantrowitz, a blogger for The 
New York Times, this means that “the 
government will be taking these loans 
away from the banks and financial 
institutions, reducing their profits by 
returning them to some borrowers who 
are experiencing financial distress.”

The Obama administration has 
calculated that roughly 1.6 million 
students will be eligible for this new 
payment plan, allowing them to reduce 
their monthly payments by up to a 
couple hundred dollars. This is a definite 
improvement, considering that only 
450,000 are now benefitting from the 
income-based repayment plans. 
On the other hand, 
it leaves the 
majority of 
the 36 

million student loan borrowers 
still struggling.

As a way to simplify the 
borrowing process for 
students, the Obama 
administration has 
introduced the “Know 
Before You Owe” 
campaign. There 
will be a standard 
form (to be accessed 
online) that 
helps borrowers 
understand 
exactly how much 
everything—
tuition, housing, 
meal plans, 
books, and 
transportation—
will cost. It will 
also indicate 
which loans 
and work 
study options 
are available to 
the student and 
calculate the total 
estimated debt 
after graduation. 
This should help 
prevent individuals 
from borrowing more 
than they can expect 
to be able to pay back.

It is extremely important 
for President Obama to appease 
this generation of recent college 
graduates who gave him the support 
necessary to get elected in 2008 
if he is to be successful in his 
campaign for re-election in 2012.

Photo courtesy of 
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A New Wave For 
A Simple Plan

Hugo — magical and warm 
hearted film of the year!

As always, Simple Plan delivers 
with their newest album. They 
depart from their punk image

for a mixture of both somber and 
poppy rock songs in their most recent 
studio album, Get Your HeartOn! 
The album was released on June 21, 
2011 just as summer was hitting 
its peak. Simple Plan blends

the lively dance songs with 
meaningful counterparts in such a way 
that disregards their previous image.

Many of their upbeat songs 
went well with summer’s sense of 
freedom and excitement. One in

particular, “Can’t Keep My Hands 
Off You,” maintains a lively beat 
while demonstrating the freedom

relationships can see. In contrast 
to the fast-paced and energetic song 
preceding it, “Summer Paradise” is

a folksy song with a bit of a country 

feel to it. It almost seems to negate 
their previous image as it tells

of a lost love one yearns to find.
Simple Plan also teams up with 

Natasha Bedingfield for Jet Lag 
as two lovers struggle to see

each other, despite living across 
the country. The album ends with a 
somber song in which the narrator

is saved by the words of a loved 
one, and the song being sung. It 
reaches back to their roots when

Simple Plan wrote songs with 
meaning, whether it was being rejected 
by society, or struggling to be

perfect.
Ultimately, Get Your Heart On! 

is an excellent blend of both new 
and old from Simple Plan. It

tells us that we should enjoy the present 
and that help can come from anywhere.

Photo courtesy of http://
conexaosimpleplan.com

Hugo is one of the most magical 
and warm-hearted films of the year.  It 
takes you on a ride through a young 
boy’s journey of self discovery after a 
heart-rending loss, with the spectacular 
use of 3D, and the history of film.  It 
is directed by Martin Scorsese and 
stars Sir Ben Kingsley, Asa Butterfield, 
Chloë Grace Moretz, Sacha Baron 
Cohen, Jude Law, and Ray Winstone, 
and is set in Paris in the early 1930’s.  
This Adventure, Drama film, provides 
a family friendly atmosphere that’s 
perfect for the holiday season.

In the film, an orphan, Hugo Cabret 
(Asa Butterfield) lives within the rafters of 
a grand Parisian train station.  He winds 
the train station’s clocks, after his Uncle 
Claude (Ray Winstone) goes missing, 
and subsequently, in order to stay out 
of the harsh orphanage. Hugo also uses 
the various catwalks and rafters of the 
train station in order to hide from the 
authority figures that abound it.  One of 
the authority figures is the humorously 
inept, cruel, but rather poignant station 
master, (Sacha Baron Cohen).  Hugo’s 
destitute lifestyle then forces him to steal 
food and spare mechanical parts he needs 
in order to fix his automaton, a sort of 
life-like mechanical man left to him by his 
deceased father (Jude Law), and which 
Hugo thinks holds a secret message from 
him.  The source of the spare mechanical 
parts Hugo steals, comes from a toy 
store owned by the stern and harsh shop 
owner, Georges Méliès (Sir Ben Kingsley), 
who happens to have a charming and 
smart young niece, Isabelle (Chloë Grace 
Moretz), who befriends Hugo after the 
stern old man berates him and confiscates 

his notebook.  The two young children 
then set off on an adventure to recover the 
notebook and to understand the mystery 
behind the automaton, which leads them 
to discover things about themselves, 
as well as, the people around them.   

One of the strongest aspects of this 
film is the use of 3D.  This movie is a 
testament to the way 3D was meant to 
enhance a film.  From the opening scene 
of careening through the baggage claim 
within the train station, to moving up 
into the inner workings of the clocks, and 
to Hugo staring out above the gorgeous 
City of Paris, is as memorizing as it is 
intoxicating.  The facial close-ups of the 
many characters in the film, never feel like 
silly 3D clichés, but rather enhancements 
to the poignant and emotional story being 
told.  The use of 3D never beats you over 
the head with its stylish effects, but rather 
engrosses you into the story, which feels 
like a natural extension of the story itself 
and a great quality of fine filmmaking.

The acting is top notch from all around, 
as well.  Asa Butterfield’s portrayal of 
Hugo is strong, believable, and makes 
you care and feel for his situation and 
the journey he undertakes.  Along with 
him, Chloë Grace Moretz’s provides a 
fun and smart portrayal of Isabelle.  Her 
chemistry on screen with Asa Butterfield 
invokes an enthusiastic and inspiring 
feeling for their characters and the story, 
as a whole.  Sir Ben Kingsley’s and Sacha 
Baron Cohen’s characters also show us 
that what lies on the surface of a person, 
is not all there ever is to them.  This 
seamless transition from stern, harsh 
characters, to likeable, poignant ones, is a 
testament their wonderful acting ability. 

Hugo is one of the smartest, passionate, 
emotionally deep stories of this year.  It 
is a great family friendly film that not 
only teaches us that dreams can come 
true, but that a happy ending is always 

possible if hard work and wonderful 
care are put into obtaining it.  And with 
the Christmas season fast approaching, 
Hugo is a gift in and of itself.

Content courtesy of collider.com
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Dine on a Dime: Horns

Sustainable food restaurant 
opening in Bethlehem after 
being turned down in Easton

“Horns co-owner John Silvestera has prepared fresh-cut 

fries with sea salt and pepper, and a Classic Burger made 

with 8 ounces all natural local farm-raised beef topped with 

bacon, mixed greens and cheese during lunch service.”

Photo Courtesy of the Express Times | Lisa Massey

Horns, located on South Side, on W 
4th st, opened just a few weeks ago – a 
new addition to Bethlehem’s flourishing 
restaurant scene. The eatery focuses on 
sustainable fare, all sourced from local 
farmers, and provides this in a rustic 
environment (a sort-of rural, western, 
steakhouse feel). The floors and walls 
are a dark, folksy wood, the seating 
consists of several casual benches and 
some smaller makeshift tables built over 
old sewing machines. A collection of 
vintage apparatus, meticulously hung 
on the wall, serve to further the vibe 
(perhaps even pushing into the realm 
of kitsch). The chalk boards, written 
on with a lively arrangement of color, 
inform its guests of the menu, the 
sources of the food, and the benefits 
of consuming local, and serve as a 
counterbalance to an otherwise morose, 
sequestered ambience. Slightly above it 
all, mounted heads wisely loom over the 
scene, keeping the peace, discomforting 
those whose thoughts or eyes wander 

from their food or their company.
The meals present themselves 

as a reward to those who toil. You 
face them as you do your struggles 
– there is a contained violence in 
the act of eating here, one which we 
contemplate secretly, and one which 
we immerse ourselves in and which 
not only satiates us, but satisfies.  

As a vegetarian, I could not try their 
most popular items, but what I did try 
succeeded at all conceivable levels. They 
were imaginative, assembled carefully, 
tasted good – every ingredient (and 
there weren’t many) played an important 
part in the composition of the whole 
item – nothing seemed superfluous. 
When eating here, you are presented 
with one of those rare instances where 
the quality of the food superceedes 
the complexity of it, and where the 
sincerety superceedes an extravagance.

If you’re feeling adventurous, I’d 
recommend the dip of the week.

Forks Township resident John Silvestera is opening a 

sustainable food restaurant in Bethlehem called Horns.

Photo Courtesy of the Express Times | Lisa Massey

Easton’s loss is Bethlehem’s gain.
Turned down by the Easton Zoning 

Hearing Board to open a restaurant in a 
residentially zoned building on College 
Hill, Forks Township resident John 
Silvestera has taken his sustainable-
concept eatery to Bethlehem.

He’s in the process of transforming the 
former Dollar Days store at 123 W. Fourth 
St. into Horns, a casual restaurant serving 
locally grown and organic food. He hopes 
to open the restaurant in September.

After being denied the opportunity 
to renovate the dilapidated College 
Hill Storage Center on Monroe Street, 
Silvestera said, he got discouraged by 
the idea of looking for another site 
in Easton. So he started looking at 
Bethlehem and was quickly attracted to 
the West Fourth Street storefront with 
its proximity to Lehigh University.

“Demographically, as far as volume 
goes, there’s so much more,” he said, 
comparing Bethlehem with Easton.

Silvestera plans to get his meat from 
Breakaway Farms in Lancaster County, 
his cheese from Keepsake Farm and Dairy 
in Moore Township and his ice cream 
from Purple Cow Creamery in Easton. 
Having spent eight years in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., Silvestera also has a couple of favorite 
New York suppliers he plans to use.

“I want the best, too,” he said. 
“You’re being sustainable as long as 
you’re within 75 or 100 miles.”

Alison Leigh, owner of Eskandalo 
salon and South Side chairwoman 
of the Downtown Bethlehem 
Association, said she thinks Silvestera’s 
sustainable concept will fit well into the 
neighborhood, where there are many 

forward-thinking business owners.
    “I am a huge fan of any business 

that wants to be local and sustainable,” 
said Leigh, who also is involved in the 
Livelocal: Southside Bethlehem effort. 
“I am thrilled that we are getting a new 
eatery to complement the awesome ones 
we already have, seeing as a new eatery 
will bring more people to the area.” 

Kathy Vossough, Bethlehem’s deputy 
economic development director, said new 
business inquiries have been on the rise 
since SteelStacks opened, especially on the 
South Side. She added that she’s pleased to 
see many of the new restaurants opening 
in the city are concepts not yet seen locally, 
including Tapas on Main and The Mint, 
the new West Bethlehem gastropub.

“The restaurants that are coming in are 
all offering a unique flavor,” Vossough said.

Silvestera said he thinks there will be 
strong interest in his sustainable concept 
and curiosity from people unfamiliar 
with it. He plans to include a glossary 
of terms alongside the menu, including 
definitions of grass-fed beef and nitrate-
free bacon. Sustainability also plays a 
role in Silvestera’s design concept.

A contractor by trade, he’s remodeling 
the storefront himself, including the 
installation of a natural wood wall he 
constructed from free scrap wood. A 
self-professed Craigslist addict, he’s 
reconditioning antique sewing machine 
bases to serve as tables, old wine barrels 
for garbage cans and plans a wall display of 
old-fashioned meat cleavers and grinders.

“I think the vibe in here will be 
different than other restaurants around 
here,” he said. “Everyone on this 
street thinks it’s going to be a hit.”

CHECK OUT HORNS!


