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our society continues to deplete all of Earth’s natural 
resources at an increasing rate, and we must take a 
second look at what can be done to help save our 
planet. To help the college population become more 
aware of what they throw away, Moravian’s In Focus 
theme this year is Sustainability.
 Moravian will be hosting several events over the 
school year that will tie into the sustainability theme. These 
events will include special movie showings, speakers, and 
lunch discussions. Each event will be announced by a campus 
wide e-mail approximately one week prior to it taking place.
 There were also multiple groups in the HuB on 
october 24th speaking to students about local food 
production and food co-ops and handing out apples.
 “We are hoping that faculty will pick up key points 
and form their own ideas to contribute to the program,” 
Dr. Husic, professor of biology and one of the IN FoCuS 
directors here at Moravian. 
 The In Focus program is a Moravian initiative to 
get students to start talking more about global issues 
including the environment, but the program is young and 
needs to be built upon.
 Dr. Husic said, “We have tried to engage the 
students. If the clubs or sororities could take it upon 
themselves to come up with ideas, it would really help.” 
She also says that if any student has ideas, they should 
contact herself or Dr. St. John.
 Ideas could entail any Earth sustaining practices 
from learning more about locally grown food to placing 
more recycling bins around campus.
 “ultimately, what we would like to see is activism. 
That is to say, don’t chain yourself to a tree, but just inspire 
yourself and others to be responsible citizens,” Dr. Husic said.
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 “ultimately, what we would 
like to see is activism.” 

-Dr. Husic, IN FoCuS director

 The theme of sustainability is really about becoming 
informed of how we treat the earth and what we can do to 
help preserve it. Every generation is in this together and we 
need to stop pointing fingers at what we did in the past and 
start thinking about what we can do for a healthier, safer, 
and cleaner future.

Cohen Keynote speaker Winona LaDuke visits Moravian College 
as a guest speaker to discuss the significance of Sustainability
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opinion
The Dark Knight Falls

by: Luke Muench

 Contradicting what its name suggests, The Dark Knight Rises 
brought the caped crusader to a new low in terms of his adventures as a 
masked hero or film in general. As you can imagine, I am not the biggest 
fan of this movie; in fact, I think that it partially ruins the magnificent 
trilogy that Christopher Nolan set out to create. This article will be an 
opinionated explanation of why I feel like The Dark Knight Rises does not 
deserve the incredible praise that it has been receiving. Because of this, 
there will be spoilers present; if you have not seen the film (or either of the 
other two Nolan Batman films for that matter) and want to see it without 
having everything revealed beforehand – first, how have you not seen this 
film yet? It was just showing in the HuB a few weeks ago!  Second, hurry 
up and go watch it so you can finish this article!

We all here? Good. Now that we’ve gotten that bit of business out of the 
way, let’s get down to the brass batarangs. That’s right, I’m diving right 
into the film’s biggest flaw: its insistency of stagnation. That is to say, this 
movie literally shows us nothing new. Now, that may seem like a harsh 
way to look at it; nothing is original anymore. However, when I say that, 
I mean that it provides nothing new from this series of films. Everything 
that is done here can be found in the other two movies of the Nolan 
Batman trilogy and, more often than not, they are done better in the 
previous iterations. Now, a lot of you may be thinking that this is absurd.  

“There is no way! Where’s the proof?”

Well, the proof presents itself to us by simply watching the films. Let’s 
just take a handful of scenes from The Dark Knight Rises and compare 
them to the other films. The movie starts off running with Bane being 
disguised as one of the hostages in the plane, taking advantage of his 
position to come out on top. Though this is a great plan, Bane clearly 
got it by watching the previous film, in which the movie starts with The 
Joker in the uniform of one of his own henchmen, killing off his partners 
as the heist occurs so he’s the only one to get away with the loot. This, 

in my opinion, is a much cooler concept; having the villain murder his 
own partners in cold blood to get away with the theft, rather than have a 
villain sit around and wheeze as his henchmen do all the work for him. 
Let’s try another scene: the chase in which Batman drives his Bat-
motorcycle into a dark alley only to fly out in the awesome Bat-copter, 
flying off to dispense justice. Most audiences are blown away by this bit 
of cinematic magic, but I know I’ve seen this before… ah, yes! In The 
Dark Knight, Batman is chasing The Joker in the Batmobile and is 
forced, by an RPG rocket, to eject and drive off in his Bat-motorcycle, 
in which he stops the truck and attempts to fight off The Joker. In both 
scenarios, Batman is cornered in so fashion until he whips out his fancy 
new gadget that saves his hide. But, in the second scenario, the stakes are 
higher, as Batman is trying to protect Harvey Dent and the police force 
while fighting with his own moral choice to not kill anyone, even if it’s 
The Joker, resulting in his failure and near unmasking.

The strongest and most frustrating example of this is the training to 
become Batman. This obviously occurred in Batman Begins, as Bruce 
needs to gain strength and build his abilities in order to be this caped 
crusader, and it’s all done very well. Sure, it’s not the most interesting 
part of the Batman lore, but it’s necessary. In The Dark Knight Rises, 
Bruce has to come out of retirement and take up the mantle as Batman 
once more. This is somewhat bearable, as it’s fairly understandable why 
this was done, but then something crazy happens: Bane breaks Batman’s 
back (the only accurate thing about his character, but we’ll get to that 

photo courtesy of wired.com

later). This causes Bruce to have 
to start over his training… again. 
So, in the same trilogy, the main 
protagonist is forced to train to 
become the protagonist… three 
times, two of which are in the same 
film, the last film at that. This, in the 
long run, just becomes frustrating 
and boring, as the audience should, 
at this point, be done watching 
Batman do pull-ups. This is hardly 
even breaking the surface in terms 
of reused materials from this trilogy.  
other examples include the bomb 
threat causing large crowds of people 
to question their morals, the sudden 
nonsensical return of The League 
of Shadows (which I’ll get into in 
a moment), one of Batman’s allies 
becoming a villain later in the film.

The other breaking point, for me, 
is the villains. First, let’s talk Bane. 
Bane’s character in this film reflects 
absolutely none of his character in 
the comics. In the graphic novels, 
Bane is a genius scientist that 
creates a steroid serum known as 
Venom, which he injects into his 
body through giant tubes that stick 
out of his back, making him an 
incredibly strong Hulk-like figure. 

However, unlike a lot of other 
media iterations of the character, 
Bane is actually a genius, using 
his cunning just as much as his 
strength, and eventually deduces 
that Batman is Bruce Wayne. 
The film version, on the other 
hand, uses Bane more or less as a 
vassal to bring back The League 
of Shadows. Having disappeared 
during the course of The Dark 
Knight, this criminal organization 
suddenly comes back to light for 
no real apparent reason other 
than Bane is leading it now. This 
was clearly Nolan’s attempt from 
recovering from the loss of Heath 
Ledger, who was supposed to make 
a return in this movie.  Because 
he couldn’t finish the series, as he 
wished with more psychological 
intrigue, he simply tried to recycle 
the group from the first film, even 
though they hadn’t appeared at 
all in the second film, making it 
really awkward and weird. Not 
to mention I had an extremely 
difficult time understanding much 
of what he said.

Cat-Woman, on the other hand, 
reflected her character fairly 

Homecoming 2012
by: Kayla Smull / Corrin Bauer

Editor-In-Chief / Reporter

on october 12-13, Moravian 
College held its Homecoming 
weekend.  It’s a time for alumni to 
come back and celebrate all things 
Moravian with current students.
 
The festivities began on Friday 
with the Habitat for Humanity’s 
sixth annual Homecoming build.  
Meanwhile, the classes of 1982, 
1987, 1992, 1997, 2002, 2007, 
and 2012 got together for a golf 
tournament at the Illicks Mill 
Golf Course here in Bethlehem. 

on Saturday, before the 
Homecoming football game, it 
is Moravian tradition to hold 
a parade for any organizations 
in the school that would like to 
walk from the Dorm Circle in 
front of Rau- Hassler down to 
the football field. In addition, 
there is a contest for the best 
banner and best float.

The participating organizations 
in the parade this year were the 
Moravian College Greyhound 
Marching Band, the Moravian 
College Cheerleaders, Gamma 
Sigma Sigma, Sigma Phi Epsilon, 
Alpha Sigma Tau, Alpha Sigma 
Alpha, Delta Tau Delta, Zeta Tau 
Alpha, Sigma Sigma Sigma, and 
the Homecoming Ambassadors.  

The winners for the best banner 
were: in third place Alpha Sigma 
Tau, in second place The Art 
Club, and in first place Zeta Tau 
Alpha. The best float winners 
this year were:  in third place 
Delta Tau Delta, in second place 
Alpha Sigma Tau, and in first 
place Alpha Sigma Alpha.  The 
2012 Homecoming Ambassadors 
were: representing class of 
2016 Mrs. Shannon Martin and 
Mr. Jacob Fritz, representing 
class of 2015 Ms. Colleen Hait, 
representing class of 2014 Ms. 

Katelyn Remp and Mr. Devon 
James, and representing class 
of 2013 Ms. Melissa Zirkel, Ms. 
Alexandra McNamara, Ms. Suzy 
Moyer, Ms. Margaret Deoliveira, 
Mr. Justin Taylor, Mr. Phil 
Torres, Mr. Travis King and Mr. 
Christopher Young.

At 1 p.m., the game began.  
This year’s match was against 
Susquehanna university.  
Susquehanna got an early lead 
with two touchdowns in the first 
quarter.  In the second quarter, 
Moravian was able to score 
a safety and a touchdown by 
sophomore Jimmy Lahue, but 
Susquehanna also scored a field 
goal and a touchdown, making 
the score 24-8 after the first half.

During half-time, spectators 
enjoyed performances 
by the Moravian College 
Cheerleaders, the Moravian 

College Dance Company, and the 
Moravian College Greyhound 
Marching Band.

In the third quarter, senior Tyler 
Thompson scored a field goal 
but Susquehanna scored another 
touchdown with about a minute 
left.  The fourth quarter consisted of 
another touchdown for Susquehanna 
as well as a touchdown by senior Joe 
Tegan.  unfortunately, Moravian lost 
the game 38-18.

In spite of the game loss, students 
and alumni alike seemed to have 
enjoyed the weekend.  It was a great 
opportunity for former students to 
come back to ol’ M.C. and reunite 
with their friends.

Reporter
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well; a cat-burglar who has a 
small apartment with her nerdy 
roommate and acts as a love 
interest for Batman. However, 
her involvement with Bane and 
The League of Shadows is made 
up simply to act as a connection 
between all the characters 
involved. But, there’s one rather 
glaring flaw; why would Cat-
Woman ever settle down? Her 
character has always been meant 
to fight only for herself and act as 
something of a tease for Batman, 
something he can never have 
because she stands for that which 
he doesn’t; Batman searches to help 
everyone, Cat-Woman only assists 
herself. Also, she’s a little too corny 
and comedic in this film; the bit 
with her swooping in with the Bat-
motorcycle to take out Bane just to 
deliver a one-liner? It’s incredibly 
stupid and a terrible way to get rid 
of what is supposed to be the main 
antagonist of the entire film.

I’ll give a brief mention to Talia, the 
big reveal at the end as the villain in 
hiding this whole time. This is the 
only villain that is at all involved 
with The League of Shadows, as 

she is the daughter of the previous 
leader of the organization (whom 
Batman defeated in Batman Begins) 
and acts as a love interest in the 
comics (she and Batman having a 
son). However, her late inclusion 
in the cast of baddies left with… 
well, not much to do either than 
ineffectually stab Batman instead 
of finishing him off and driving a 
truck…yeah, that was about it.

I could go on for ages about how 
many issues there are with this 
film: how there’s the least amount 
of Batman screen time in this 
film as opposed to the others, the 
repetitive and boring fights between 
Batman and Bane, the absurdly silly 
ending in which Nolan just couldn’t 
let Batman die and have Robin 
thrown in there at the very end 
for no reason, Robin’s inexplicable 
focus for this entire film to set him 
up to possibly be Batman in the 
Justice League film that’s currently 
being worked on to counteract 
The Avengers. There’s simply a lot 
going against it, yet it still is doing 
incredibly well. Why is this? What 
are your thoughts on this article and 
the films? Email me at stlbm04.
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Fall Fashion
by: Kat Wojcik

Reporter

Police Log
by: Emmy usera

Reporter

October 5, 2012, Time unknown
Sexual Assault
A rape was reported by a female student and Bethlehem Police were 
notified. Suspect is known and is another student.

October 11, 2012, 1 am
Public Drunkenness
Former student arrested while intoxicated on campus in the area of 
the Splotch at Monocacy Street and Locust

October 13, 2012, between the hours of 10 pm - 3 am
Vandalism
Student attempted to pick lock with paperclips and damaged the 
lock cylinder in Hassler dorm.

by: Corrin Bauer
Reporter
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GIRLS:
 “Hidden heel” boots: Boots are a huge thing for the fall/winter. They 
look adorable paired with a floral dress and a cardigan, but also amazing 
with skinny jeans tucked into them and a leather jacket. The newest hit 
with boots is the hidden heel boot. These boots feature a wedge heel but 
they actually appear flat when you look at them. This is perfect for the 
classroom because they do not look overly flashy. Plus they are super 
comfortable for running around in.
Burgundy: The color burgundy is a spectacular color. It is so warm and 
rich that even on a cool autumn day, this color will make you feel fuzzy 
inside. For class you can opt for a pair of burgundy jeans, a sweater or 
shoes. For a night out try a burgundy dress or even burgundy lipstick if 
you’re not too fond of articles in the color.
Faux fur vest: The faux fur vest can be worn fall and winter, it just 
depends on how you layer it! You can throw it over a plain t-shirt during 
a cool, but not cold day, or you can pair it with your leather/denim jacket 
to add a new spin on something ordinary. 
Lace/ leather: who would ever think to pair these two together?! It is like 
pairing Angelina Jolie with Jennifer Aniston...which is pretty obvious 
that they do not get along. However, in the fashion world, anything goes. 
The toughness of a leather jacket is mellowed down with the feminine 
and innocent feel of a lace dress.
 “Fancy” sneakers: Even though the word “sneakers” brings to mind a 
pair of dirty and smelly shoes, it no longer needs to be so. Designers all 
over are actually “re-inventing” the sneaker into something completely 
new! Sneakers are now available in so many different varieties that you 
will not even know which one to choose. There are high-tops, low-tops, 
animal print, tribal print, girly, sporty, even styles with a wedge heel!

 It is officially fall, when the streets are filled with colorful leaves 
and the air is filled with hints of cinnamon and nutmeg. Halloween 
decorations are up and pumpkins are on doorsteps; this means that winter 
is also around the corner. When the weather is so dreary, it is hard to wear 
anything but your sweat-pants and hoodie to class, but there are a lot of 
trends for the season that are versatile, comfortable and fun!

GuYS:
Bow ties: No matter where you are, bowties seem to be the trend for 
guys these days. They look super stylish with a tuxedo, but they also 
add a quirky look to regular jeans and a t-shirt, especially since they are 
featured in a variety of patterns.
Canvas Sneakers/Colored Soles: Girls are wearing sneakers and guys 
are wearing loafers…boy how tables have turned. Colored sole shoes 
and canvas sneakers are all the rage for guys this season. They are 
comfortable, stylish and the pop of color is a pleasant surprise.
Leather jackets: Just as with girls, leather is an everlasting 
trend and its journey continues! From the grease-heads to the 
motorcycle gang to rock-stars, everybody loves their leather, or 
“pleather” for a non-cruel option.
Colorful chinos: Neutral colored khakis get boring after wearing them 
constantly, as do jeans. So, it is a breath of fresh air to see something 
new come onto the market and those are colorful chinos, they are like 
khakis except available in a variety of colors. They also look super cool 
and laid back when rolled up a little.
Scarves/ Beanies: With the winter season slowly, but surely 
approaching it is about time to bundle up. Guys always like to tough it 
out, but what’s the point when scarves and beanie hats are extremely 
popular this year. So instead of shivering, embrace your fashionable 
side and stay warm at the same time!

October 13, 2012, 11pm – 12am
Alcohol
Person found to be intoxicated was urinating in Dorm Circle. 
Person cited.

October 14, 2012, 12 am
Vandalism
Non-student was involved in an argument and punched a hole in 
the wall at the HuB.

October 24, 2012, 12am-5am
Simple Assault
Female student assaulted a male non-student and she was 
transported to Northampton County Central Booking for 
arraignment

October 25, 2012, 7am
Vandalism
Student punched a hole in the drywall inside the bathroom 
in the hallway of rooms 5-10 in the HILL

Entertainment 
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Paranormal Activity 4

 Paranormal Activity 4 was not as scary as some of the other movies 
in the series, but in all, it was an entertaining film. 

This movie was created to be the last movie in the series and I think the 
directors overall did a good job of tying up loose ends and wrapping up the 
trilogy in a finale.  The twist of the story keeps you on your toes when Katie 
comes back and Hunter’s identity is revealed. This movie had more murder 
scenes in it than some of the others, nothing too gory, just more explicit. 
While the movie was scary, I don’t think this movie was as scary as some 
of the others because Toby’s moves become predictable and you essentially 
know what is going to happen in the end from other hints in the movie. 
What I was most disappointed in was that the real cliff hanger of how Toby 
came about and why he preys on this family, which was never revealed. 

 Coming off the success of their 2009 debut album Sigh No More, 
Mumford and Sons was under a lot of pressure to make sure their 
second album Babel did not fall prey to the dreaded sophomore slump.  
Fortunately, since its u.S. release on September 25th, Babel debuted at 
number 1 on the Billboard 200 and has had the biggest u.S. debut of 
any album so far in 2012, according to billboard.com. 

Mumford and Sons is known for their folk-like rhythms and smooth 
vocals and much of that is present on Babel.  The album is defined by 
its collection of both upbeat and slow songs, all of which are simplistic 
yet also profound.  The familiar timbres of the instruments, most 
notably the banjo, make Mumford and Son’s sound very natural and 
down-to-earth while their lyrics, often being inspired by religious 
and literary texts, provoke deep and insightful emotional responses 
from their listeners and the band members themselves.  For example, 
“Reminder” seems to reflect Marcus Mumford’s relationship with 
actress Carey Mulligan; the couple began dating in 2011 and married 
this past April.  With lyrics such as, “And I won’t hear you cry when I’m 
gone” and “I’ve been traveling oh so long”, the song illustrates  how the 
couple struggled being apart but also how they persevered through it 
and love each other. 

The band also steps out of their comfort zone.  For example, the title 
track “Babel” showcases a rougher quality to Marcus Mumford’s usual 
soft and soothing voice.  Also, the deluxe album features three bonus 
songs, one of which is a cover of Simon and Garfunkel’s “The Boxer” 
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by: Kayla Smull

Editor-In-Chief

CD Review: Babel photo courtesy of mumfordandsons.com

The ending of the movie was pretty scary, more or less predicted, 
just more effects that were not in the other movies to make it 
more of a horror film in the scene that people were the ones 
terrorizing, not just an unseen demon. I think they did a good 
job at making Toby terrorize through Katie and not just a demon 
to pull more toe cringing scenes into the movie.using  kids was 
another good step because more made it even more creepy and 
even pulled on your heart strings a little. 

The movie was good overall; it was scary, even though at some 
times predictable and definitely made me jump more than once. 
I would give the film an 8 out of 10.

and this song was meant to be covered by Mumford and Sons.  
The original is a beautiful song and Mumford and Sons’ cover 
gives it a new and unique sound while also preserving the 
song’s beauty and integrity. 

Babel is a fantastic album and I highly recommend it, 
especially if you have never heard Mumford and Sons before.  
They are a wonderful band that creates real music with actual 
instruments and voices, which is not something that can be 
said about all bands and artists nowadays.  Go listen to Babel.  
You won’t regret it.  

photo courtesy of linkleak.com

With a college budget, it may seem impossible to purchase clothes that look “nice”, but there are actually many ways to do so. The Attic on 
Main Street sells used clothes and you can even sell your clothes and get store credit in return. Also, stores like Forever 21 and Cotton on 
send you coupons when you sign up for their e-mailing list, so it is not hard to save! And, a tip to finish it all off, shop the clearance section 
because it has some really cool things sometimes and do not be afraid to experiment!
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 Any active Moravian 
student can tell you that the 
Moravian College Theater 
Company (MCTC) has always 
been a reliable source of fun, 
adventure, and truly talented 
individuals. With each passing 
semester, numerous pieces, 
classics as well as original works, 
are staged for all to come and 
see, whether you be a current 
student, an alumni, someone in 
the Bethlehem neighborhood, 
or someone from across the 
world. And with such staggering 
selections, who could blame so 
many people taking interest in 
the theater’s goings-ons?

This semester is no different, 
especially with the exciting and 
extravagant piece known as Faust 
in France being featured. Having 
been written by our very own 
Christopher Shorr, the director 
of MCTC, there has been much 
anticipation for this piece, as he 
has been pulling out all the stops 

to make this a quality production. 
From the cast to the set to the 
advertising, you can feel the 
dedication radiating from it as 
you watch a scene, pass by the 
set, or happen upon a flyer. When 
asked about the production, this 
is what Professor Shorr has to say:

“It’s exciting when a project like 
this comes together. Not only is 
this a brand new script, being 
performed for the first time, but 
it also brings together a lot of 
different contributors from the 
Moravian College community:  
we have an art exhibit in the 
room next door, co-curated 
by an art history student; the 
chemistry club put together a 
working laboratory for an on-
stage experiment; students of 
English and History and German 
and Religion and Chemistry have 
written pieces to be included in 
the playbill; students are involved 
in set building, costumes and 
make up; faculty are bringing 

classes to watch; and of course, 
there are the actors on stage-- a 
group of talented students and 
non-students from all sorts of 
different backgrounds coming 
together to perform the piece. 
There’s an incredible amount of 
energy poured into something 
like this, and it’s a thrill to 
guide the process and to see it 
all come together.”

And he’s not the only one who’s 
excited for this; there’s been an air of 
exhilaration during recent practices, 
both on and off set. Dr. Jones, the 
only Moravian professor acting in 
the play, briefly shared how what 
have stimulating him most are his 
fellow actors and actresses. 

“We have a really great group of 
people working this play with 
some truly impressive talent,” he 
said, “I’d love to see it if only I 
wasn’t… in it.” Dr. Jones said.

Indeed, there are a fantastic crew 
on board for this work, composed 

to new faces and veterans, 
including Moravian’s very own 
Thom Eiser, who will be playing 
Faust. Thom has been involved in a 
number of the Theater Company’s 
projects over the past couple of 
semesters, including last February’s 
musical, Frankly. Seeing as how 
involved he’s been, I asked him 
how working on Faust in France 
has been different.  He responded 
by saying, “It’s been a much darker 
experience and the nature of the 
heightened language made for a 
much greater challenge.”

Faust in France is looking to be one 
of the Theater Company’s grandest 
projects, not to mention one of 
the most celebrated events of this 
semester. If you didn’t get to the 
show, talk to someone who was 
part of the production, and find out 
what you missed.

by: Luke Muench
Reporter

Faust In France: A Moravian Event

Dine on a Dime: Prince Palace Dumpling House
5000 Bath Pike, Bethlehem, PA 18017

by: Kristian Cantens
Reporter

 The clumsy name of this dumpling house says a lot about it 
actually. The lack of the “s” behind “prince” (indicating possession) 
gives it an air of authenticity (if they don’t know grammar, they’re 
probably not from here!). The cheesy name itself, “Prince Palace”, 
gives the impression that it was an afterthought, which in turn 
highlights the unassuming nature of the restaurant. The owners are 
probably honest hard working immigrants, who just want to make 
ends meet, and have a knack for making dumplings.

The building itself seems like it must’ve been a diner at some point – 
the layout resembles one. They did a good job of changing the style, 
though. It doesn’t feel like a diner. The lighting modestly coats the 
walls with a friendly tone of blue. The seating, while diner-esque, also 
has a rustic look to it. our waitress was perhaps part of the family; she 
was friendly, attentive, and genuine.

The variety in the menu was fair. The main feature was, of course, the 
dumplings, but they had other things too (soups and some interesting 

appetizers).  The dumplings themselves were pretty good I think, 
though I’m not a dumpling connoisseur by any means. They 
had pork, shrimp, chicken, and veggie dumplings. I had the veggie 
dumplings, along with some white tea, a scallion pancake type thing, 
homemade soy milk, and coconut dumplings for dessert, all of which 
tasted pretty good.

The most attractive quality of the Dumpling House, no doubt, 
was the price – the total amount, for my two friends and I, was 
25 dollars and we left stuffed. If you’re in the mood for something 
different and interesting but most of all cheap, then I would suggest 
Prince Palace Dumpling House.

Atmosphere: 4/10
Service: 8/10
Food: 5/10
Price: 10/10
Total: 6.75/10
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Heroes to Woes
by: Adam Rinaldi

Reporter

 We idolize people in the limelight, those who do extraordinary 
things on a grand stage, but what happens after their short window of 
fame? Are they remembered? Do they cease to have relevance in our eyes? 
What can they do after all of their accomplishments to keep them from 
dwelling on one part of their life and move onto a part that should be just 
as meaningful? Not only do these psychological factors contribute to the 
chronic depression that we have seen in figures such as these, but also in 
some cases physical tolls their bodies have taken take it a step further.

 In the past decade, there have been many suicides of social figures and the 
NFL is no exception. Players that many have never heard of, but were once 
well known, ended their lives. Junior Seau, Mike Webster, Dave Duerson, 
and Ray Easterling are a few NFL alumni that have committed suicide and 
through only that has this been brought to attention. Duerson left behind 
notes informing his family to donate his brain to science, specifically to 
test for dementia. He knew something was wrong with him (not being able 
to control his emotions and hitting his wife in a hotel a month previous to 
his suicide), as did Easterling who was attempting to sue the NFL for their 
cover-up on the correlation between head collisions and brain injuries. 
other players, current and past, have attempted suicide or thought about it. 
Vince Young and Terrell owens are two examples of such whom have both 
been members of the Philadelphia Eagles.

 The gruesome truth is that every Sunday night (now even Thursday and 
Monday) there are players increasing their chance of severe mental issues, 
dementia, behavioral disorders, and, now it seems, the incidence of suicide. 
The fans, owners, NFL representatives, and general public do not take this 
as seriously as it should. Two weeks ago, some fans even cheered when 
Kansas City Chief ’s Quarterback sustained a head injury. His teammate, 
Eric Winston, addressed the media on how he felt about the fans cheering 
about Cassel’s injury:

“ We are athletes…We are not gladiators, this is not the Roman Coliseum. 
We are lucky to play this game…but when somebody gets hurt there are 
long-lasting ramifications of the game we play…I have already kind of 
come to the understanding [that] I probably won’t live as long because I 
play this game…We have a lot of problems as a society if people think that 
that’s okay.”

 
 The career of an NFL player is on average 3.2 years according to 
NFLPA Executive Director DeMaurice Smith’s research. From the 
current events, players with multiple head injuries, like Austin Collie 
who may have had double-digit concussions in his short career, will 
never be able to hold normal lives with head collisions they’ve had. 
So, why are athletes willing to play the game with the job insecurity 
and the potential injury? Why don’t they have anything to fall back 
on? In my opinion, it is the glorification of these athletes by the next 
generation that fuels this cycle. In many ways, fame is a burden.

These obvious problems are why that the NFL has made efforts to deter 
the physical contact that would result in these head injuries, but their 
rules do not to prevent them. Instead of allowing these collisions to 
happen, why not make helmets that are proven to better prevent head 
injuries mandatory for their players? Why even give these players a 
choice? Just as with my last article on the replacement referees, changes 
to solve this problem are inevitable.
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